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GEORGE GIBSON, JAMES EDWARDS, JAMES FLAWN.| 815. GEORGE GIBSON , the said JAMES

Theft: theft from a specified place. EDWARDS , and JAMES FLAWN , were

29nd May 1822 indicted for stealing, on the 18" of
April , at St. Martin in the Fields, four
:efe:)ence 1822052950 copper plates, value 2 |. the goods
umber of Joseph Matthews, in his dwelling-
Verdict Guilty > with recommendation; Guilty; Mot Guilty
house .
Sentence Death; Death
JOSEPH MATTHEWS . | rent a house in
Related Material W associated Records the parish of St. Martin in the fields . |
:": Digital Panopticon lost four copper plates about the
George Gibson b. 1805, 7 records begining of April; none of them were

worth less than 5 |. Edwards lodged in
my house with his father. | think | have seen Flawn in his company. The plates were kept in a place adjoining the kitchen.
| found these four at the office.

JAMES BEACHEY . | have four plates which | got from the prisoner Gibson, in Dartmouth-street, Westminster. | first saw
him on the 19th of April, about half-past seven o'clock at night, standing under an archway in Dartmouth-street, with
Flawn and Edwards - | asked what they were doing, they immediately got up - Gibson and Flawn ran away; they had
nothing then. | suspected and watched them, and as | came up the street, about eight o'clock that evening, | saw Gibson
offering these plates for sale at a shop; | went in and asked what he had in the bag, which stood by his side; he
hesitated, and then said it was copper. | found it contained four copper plates of Morland's works; he said his father had
sent him to sell them; that his father was a cabinet maker, and lived at No. 9, Great Compton-street - | found he did live
there. | asked how his father came by the plates, he said he took them for a bad debt of one Jameson - | asked where
Jameson lived; he said it was no use to look for him, he was gone to America. | took him in custody.

ALEXANDER MITCHELL . | belong to the Police Vessel. Gibson was brought there on the 19th of April - | went to his
father, and next morning his father came on board. | asked Gibson in his father's presence, whether the story he told the
night before of his father's sending him to sell them, was true; he said No, it was not - that his father knew nothing of
the transaction - that he would tell the truth; that himself and two boys, (whom he named) had got them out of a house
on Thursday, where the father of one of those boys lived; they all three took them to George-street, St. Giles's that
night, and next morning all three took them to Westminster, and were waiting for the money when the officer took him.
| apprehended Edwards in consequence of information, and told him | took him for stealing a quantity of copper plates;
he at first said he knew nothing about them, but afterwards, that he was in company with the boys when the plates
were got, but he did not steal them. He was speaking of these four plates; he named Gibson as one of the two boys. He
said they were taken on Thursday night to George-street, and they were all waiting at Westminster, when they saw the
officer pass.

CHARLES GREEN . | am an officer. | apprehended Flawn on the 22d of April, and told him it was for stealing copper
plates; he said Edwards and the other boy knew all about them, but he knew nothing.

MR. MATTHEWS. They are mine. The four would cost 20 I. engraving; they would now sell for 5 I. each. | do not think
Gibson was ever in the house, he might have been in with Edwards.

One witness gave Gibson a good character.
GIBSON - GUILTY - DEATH . Aged 17.

EDWARDS - GUILTY - DEATH . Aged 49.
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FLAWN - NOT GUILTY .

The Jury and Prosecutor recommended Gibson to Mercy, on account of his character and Youth, and believing it to have

been his first offence.

First Middlesex Jury, before Mr. Justice Bayley
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Macxavy, Mayor.

WILLIAM HAMMERTON was indicted for feloniously
receiving thie same, well knowing dhem to have been
stolen. ‘

Josern Mavtaews. - L live in Hunt’s-court, Castle-
street, Leicester-fields. 1 know the prisoner Edwards, his
father, wother, and himself lodged at my hovse—1 am a
copper plate engraver—I missed nothing ll the 20th of
April, when in consequence of what Mitehell told me, 1
examined my stock, aund missed four or five copper plates,
and afterwards twenty-two. | have seen four at Shadwell
Otlice, in Mitchel’s posesion ; they are part of those |
missed. They were safe at the beginuing of April, I know,
The whole I'have lost are worth 5/, each plate, and some
of them 104, but none less than 54 1 had frequently met
Edwards on the stairs and when he saw e, he nlways

turned back again, He was going towards where the §;

plates were kept, which is separated from the kitcheu; he
appeared confused, but | suspected nothing then,

Crass-examined by Mr, Law, €. You saw him on the
kitchen stairs—.A4. Yes. I bave no lodgers but his fa-
mily. )

LESANDER MircHELL, 1 am a surveyor of the
Thames Police, On the 20th of April, 1 apprehended
Edwards at Mr, Matthews’s house, about some plates, and
on the 21st, Mr. Matthews made a ecommunication to me,

in consequence of which, 1 went 1o Edwards on board the :

333

Fifth Seesion, 1599, .

 that he should know the man by sight, but did not know
i his uame—I asked if he meant Stiorts gardens, he said he
i did—1 asked if Le took the plates into the house ; he said
. No, but_that Edwards carried them in, as the person would
; on:{v admit one person into the house at a time-that he
i had takeu some plates onthe Saturday weck previous, and
ton that day Edwards brought one hali-crown from the
‘man, and on the Monday following he received 14y,
which they shared among them; bhut Edwards had the
i best share, | took him to the office, and he pointed out
{ Hammerton from among six or seven other people, as the
‘man who received themn; he denied it.  Flawn said the
' plates came from Hunt’s-coust, Castle-street ; that he was
{not in the house on any occasion, hut waited outside in
“the street,
i Winaay Hatt,  § work at a buteher's in Clare-market,
i1 am called Gagger. 1 know Flawn, and have scen K-
s wards “in his company passing our shop,  About a month
“or five weeks ago, 1 was in Clare-market—Edwards und
:Flawn brought me a copper plate, tied in a blue apron;
Edwards gave it me, and said it was a copper plate, and
ccould I sell it, 1 said No—they shewed me an old iron
shop in Short’s gardens, and ) tock it in; Hammerton 100k
it—he said nothing, but put it in the seale directly, and
said, © Here is your money,” and gave me a half-crown,
which 1 brought out, and gave to Ldwards—they gave me

Police ship 5 1 told him Mr. Matthews had missed more | sixpence.

plates, and asked if he knew any thing about them ; he |:

voluntarily said, “ 1 do, I in company with another boy,

took a quantity of plates from Mr, Matthew’s house at |

different times—the first plate we ook, we employed-a
boy~ named “Gagger, wiio 1ook the plate to a house up a
court in Drary-lane, and there sold it, and brought us
part of the money—we afterwards tovk a quantity more,
which were carried by myself and another boy to the same
place.” In consequence of this | searched the house of
the prisoner Hammierion, but found nothing there relating
1o the plates. 1 tovk Hammerton on buard the ship 10
Edwards, who said, “That is the man' [ sold the plates
t0,” Hammerton said, ¢ Youn scoundre!, you know nothing

of me;” Edwards said, “ I do, you bought the plates; :

yeu gave me Gd. a Ib. for the first lot, and 4¢. for the rest.”
1 took Hammerton in castody,

Cross-exasiined by Mr, Law. @Q. He denied all know- |

ledge of them—A. Yes.

James Beacney. 1am asurveyor of the Thames Police. 1
was with Mitchell, and searched Hammerton's house, and
then took him on board the vessel to Edwards—Mitchell
called himn up, and asked him if he knew-any one standing
on the fore-castle, he luoked and poinied to Hammerton ;

‘Mitchell called him forward, and Edwards said 1o his face,
that he was the man who bouglit the plates ; be denied ity |

and called himn a d—d raseal. :
Cuanies GreeN. 1 am an officer of the Thames Po-

" lice, 1 apprehended Flawn in George-street, St. Giles's,

on the of April, and asked him if he knéw what |
wanted him for, he siid he did not ; | said I wanted him
for stealing copper plates; he immediately asked if Ed-
wards was in custody, I said he was; he said Edwards
and another boy knew all about them—1 asked if he ever
earried any plates along with the other hoy, he said he
1id, to an old iron shop under an archway in Drury-laue ;

Cross-evamtined. Q. llave you been in custody before
. this—4, No. 1 job aliout as a drover.

Russert Poxmirex. 1 am a manufacturer of eopper
i plates for engravers, and live in Lisle-street, Soho, 1
|think 1 have seen Hammerton before; 1 have a very
‘strong suspicion on my miud that he 1s the man who
“called on me about the beginning of April to ask what
I would give for ald copper plates; it was about a tori-
_night hefore Mr. Matihews called on mes I told him the
price, but he never brought any. The impression is s
_strong on my mind that it your Lordship said I mustswear
either that lie is or is not the man, 1 should rather swear
.that he is,

Q. How long were you with him—4. Ahout two mi-
nutes. | described him to Mr. Matthews before he was
: npprehended. N
: Mg, Marruews, | kave recovered none of this pro-
cperty : the value of one plate is from 8L to 10L; they were
‘Ward’s Sketchings, aud some engravings; they were as
, good as new—the lowest value of any.one of them conld
. not be less than 8L ; they would not sell for less than 57,
-at an auction of the trade, if fair notice was given—old
! plates always have 1he engravings erased,

Eowanos’s Defence. 1 leave it to my counsel.
Haumerron's Defeuce. 1 do not know the boys,

Four witnesses gave Edwards a good character.
EDWARDS—GUILTY—DEATH. Aged 49.
FLAWN—_NOT GUILTY.
HAMMERTON—GULLTY. Aged 49.

Trausported for Fourteen Years.

First Middlese: Jury, before 3r. Raron Gurrow.
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815.GEORGE GIBSON, the said JAMES TDWARDS,
i and JAMESFLAWN, veicindicted forstealing, onthe Isih:



Macxay, Muyor.

of April, at St. Martin_in the Fielda, four copper plates,
value 2/. the govds of Joseph Maithews, in his dwelling-
l:ouse,

Josepn Matruews, 1 rent a honse iy the parish of St.
Mattin in the felds. 1 lost four copper plates ahout the be-
gining of April; none of thew were worih less than 5l Ed-
wards lodged in my house with his father. 1 think 1 haye
seen Flawn in his company. The plates were kept in a place
adjoining the kitchen, 1 fouud these four at the office.

Janus Beiemev, | have foar plates which 1 got from
the prisoner Gibson. in Dartmouthi-street, Westminster. I
first saw him onthe 191h of A pridabout bl - past seveno'clock
at night, standing under an archiway in Dartmonth-strect,
willﬁ"lawu and Edwards—I asked what they were doing,
they jnmediately got up—Gibson and Flawn ran away ;
they had nothing then, 1 suspected and waiched them,
and as [ came up the street, about eight o'clock that even-
ing, | saw Gibson offering these plates for sale at a shop;
1 went in and asked what he had in the bag, which stood
by his side; be hesitated, and then said it was copper. |
found it contained four copper plates of Morland’s works;
e <aid his father had gent him to sell thew; that his
tather was a cabinet maker, and lived at No. 9, Great
Compton-street—I found Le did live there. 1 asked bow
hie father came by the plates, he said he took them fora
bad debt of one Jameson—I asked njliere Jameson lived
hie said it wia no use to look for bim, he was gone (v
America, | 100k him in custody.

ALex anner Mitcaers, | belong fo the Police Vessel,
Gihson was broaght there on the 19th of April—1 went to
his father, and next morning his father came on board. |
asked Gibson in his father’s presence, whether the story
he told the night before of his father’s sending him to seil
them, was true; he said No, it was vot—that his father
knew nothing of the transaction—that he would tell the
truth; that himself and two boys, (whom he named) had got
them .out of a house on Thursday, where the father of one
of those boys lived ; they all three took them to George-
street, St, Giles's that aight, and next morniug all three took
them to Westminster, and were waiting for the money when
the officer took him. lapprehended Edwardsin cousequence
of information, and told him 1 took him for stealing 2 quan-
tity of copper plates; b at first said be knew nothing
about them, bat afterwards, that he was in company with
the boys when the plates were got, but he did not steal
them. He was speaking of these fuur plates; be named
Gibson as one of the two boys. He said they were taken
on Thursday night to George-sireet, and they were all
waiting at Westminster, when they saw the officer pass.

Cuanies GREeN. | am an officer. 1 apprebended
Flawn on the 22d of April, and told him it was for stealing
copper plates; he said Edwards and the other boy Enew
all about them, but he knew nothing.

Me, Matraews. They aremine. The four would cost
-20L engraving; they would now sell for 5/, each. I dunot
think ‘Gibson was ever in the house, he might have Leen
in with Edwards, '

One witness gave Gibson a goad character.

‘GIBSON—GUILTY—DEATH. Aged 17.
EDWARDS—GUITLY—DEATH. Aged 49.
FLAWN--NOT GUILTY. ‘
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Fifth Session, 1592,

The Jury and Prosecutor recommended Giheon to Mercy,
on acconnt of bis character and Youth, and belieyjoy it
to have heen his firt offeuce, ’

First Middleser Jury, before Mr. Justice Bayley

816. JAMES MILLER was indicted for stealing, ou
the 4ih of May, one criet-frame and castors, value 3L, thie
goods of Robert Enkell, in bis dwelling-house,

Ronzry Exnerr. | live in Duvall’s-lane, Ylington,
On Satarday the dih of May, | was sitting a1 the back part
of the housz, andd heard a noise behind the house—{ then
lieard two men in my employ cry Stop thiel ! | ran to the
gate, and saw two lads in blue coats running, The cruels
were missing—the prisoner was brought back five minuges
after, and he hada Dblue coat on; a neighbour brought
the castors in. The thieves had got in at the parlour win.
dow; there were the marks of their feet in a chair. An-
ther man was brought back with the prisoner, but he
escaped.

Joun Freerny, 1 live in Duvall’s-lane, about one
handred and fifly yards from the prosecuior’s, I was
standing at my mate, two hoys passed me running ; oue
said, “Go it Jue,” | saw one of them throw something
away, | pursued and picked up the erver-frame and part of
the glass, The two men were oth stopped in my sight, and
brought back ; the prisuner was one—l had seen them an
hour before at the prosecutor’s gate, sitting on some
gravel, '

Jonw Conwav, I am a constable, The prisoner and
another man were given in my charge. They were taken
before the Magistrate, and the otber man eseaped.

Joux Exkerr. 1 am the son of the prosecntor, On
the 4ih of May, I was coming out of a field into the road,
awl gaw ane of the men get out of our window—he then
handed the frame out, and put it under his coat. | ealled
for assislance, and saw them brought back without losins
sight of them. The prisoncr was one. The other got out
of the window. . ’

Prisoner’s Defence. 1 went with a boy to Highgate, Le
Teft me, returned in a quarter of an hour, and called fo
alnother boy who was with us—they ran away aud I after
them,

. * NOT GUILTY.
First Middlesez Jury, before Mr. Baron Garrow.

817. CATHERINE JONES was indicted for stealine
on the 8¢ of May, one watch, value 5. ; one chaih, ‘val;g'
6d., and one key, value 2s, the goods of Hnmp!lre)r' Sal-
livan, in his dwelling-honse. )

Susannan Sueuvar, 1 am the wife of Humphrey
Sullivan. The prisoner is my sister; I live at No, 3
Seaman's-court, Chand s-street—she is a married woman
On Sunday the 3d of May she came to our hooge abq.)u;
five o’clock in the afterncon, and stopped till ten o’clock -
my husband was in the room all tEe time, he took the.
.watch out of his fob and gave it ber to put on' the mantle-
piece which she did ; it laid there till near ten o'clock
I was busy washing—my husband asked me the time: l
said, % Kiity look at the waich;” -she said it was half-pas
nine, and put it onthe nail again; itremained there—ahe wae
making some pafchwork, and opened her work to fojd

_up, and pot the work under ber,aru and walked out witk




