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Jim Fleming is a retired Customs Manager and lives on 
Sydney’s lower north shore. He began researching his 
family history in 1983 and has been a member of the 
Society of Australian Genealogists since then.  Aside from 
genealogy he was enjoying travelling and singing baritone 
in two choirs - before COVID19 interrupted those activities. 
 
Researching: Bowen, Flowerdew, Gardner, Gordon, 
Grady, Hanrahan, Jolliffe, Kemp, Kessey, Murphy, Poulton, 
Press and so many more! 
 
Website: http://jimfleming.id.au/up/index.htm 
 

I am regularly updating my website, so Like my Facebook page to keep up to date. Click the icon 
below. 
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HOB V9 p57 
BRENNAN, Michael 
Born 1844, Sydney, to Bourke by bullock-team. Around 1868 he bought Lot 5 of 
Sec. 4, West Bourke. He had married (06/01/1863) in Sydney, Sarah Ann Reed 
who was born in Sydney in 1847. In 1875 he is listed as a painter, Bourke. Had 
the "Native Dog" Hotel (q.v.) 1879-81. His address in January 1878 is Darling 
Street. He is still in town April 1882. There is a Brennan's Bend near North 
Bourke. A Richard Brennan died 24/11/1898 aged 31. Michael's daughter 
Isabella M.M. was born at West Bourke 15/03/1869, the grandmother of Mrs 
Colin Johnston and many others. 
 
HOB v11 p55 
BRENNAN Michael James (cont) 
Eleven children, including the following:- Isabella Maud Mary, born 
15/03/1869 West Bourke, married C D Mathews; Alfred John, youngest, 
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1885-10/05/47; Frances (robin); Michael born 1883; Mary 1875-30/11/44 
(Huckle, Bishop); Josephine Whalen 1872- 10/06/56 (Costelloe, Newman); 
Jane. 
 
BRENNAN A J (above) 
Married Bertha Jane Frances Wood, who died 16/04/29 aged 32. Sporting, 
fishing, MUIOOF. Died 10/05/47 aged 63. Chi1dren:- Eldest daughter 
Florence Rose, married Colin R L Johnson on 07/ 03/36; Phyllis (Anderson); 
Ron; Bertha Jean (married Lester Carmichae129/O7/37; Mick married Jean 
Colley 26/02/44. 
 
BRENNAN Ron (above) 
Had "Warraweena" Hotel to 01/06/57 

 

 

 
TIMBER LICENSES, &c. (1865, August 14). New South Wales Government Gazette 
(Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1772. Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225251211 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page12589696 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225251211
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page12589696
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Undated, Volume 11, p223 
REED family - Summary, children of James and Frances (Heazle) Sarah 
Ann. 06/01/1863 married Michael Brennan; 

Undated, Volume 9, p40 
Reed, Sarah Ann (dtr. of James and Frances REED) born 1847, married on 
06/01/1863 Michael BRENNAN, who was born 1844. 

 1868 0000, Volume 9, p57 

BRENNAN, Michael  
Born 1844, Sydney, to Bourke by bullock-team. Around 1868 he bought Lot 5 of 
Sec. 4, West Bourke. He had married (06/01/1863) in Sydney, Sarah Ann Reed 
who was born in Sydney in 1847. In 1875 he is listed as a painter, Bourke. Had 
the "Native Dog" Hotel (q.v.) 1879-81. His address in January 1878 is Darling 
Street. He is still in town April 1882. There is a Brennan's Bend near North 
Bourke. A Richard Brennan died 24/11/1898 aged 31. Michael's daughter 
Isabella M.M. was born at West Bourke 15/03/1869, the grandmother of Mrs 
Colin Johnston and many others. 
 
Horses and Cattle. (1868, May 20). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 
Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 157. Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251749376 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page27959179 

 

 
Apprehensions. (1877, October 24). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 
Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 353. Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252090451 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28049110 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251749376
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page27959179
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252090451
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28049110
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Government Gazette Notices (1877, November 21). New South Wales Police Gazette and 
Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 382. Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251894207 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page27939337 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251894207
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page27939337
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PETITION FOR A MUNICIPALITY.—BOURKE. (1878, January 11). New South Wales 
Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 175. Retrieved February 6, 2022, 
from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224592818 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page12757988 

 

 

1879, Volume 4, p63 
HOTELS & LICENSES by (W. J. Cameron) 
“NATIVE DOG” 
On 14/1/1879 Michael BRENNAN is granted a license, which he transfers to 
Arthur DESMER (? Desmet) on 8/2/1881. 
 
  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224592818
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page12757988
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TIMBER AND OTHER LICENSES. (1883, June 1). New South Wales Government Gazette 
(Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 3049. Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225727911 

 
BOURKE BRANCH. (1908, December 16). The Worker (Wagga, NSW : 1892 - 1913), p. 3. 
Retrieved February 6, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article145753379 

 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225727911
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article145753379
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 Death of a Pioneer. (1932, May 20). Western Herald 
(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved 
February 6, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article142028034 
 
Bourke. (1932, May 27). Narromine News and 
Trangie Advocate (NSW : 1898 - 1955), p. 3. 
Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article98920825 
 

  
 
 
 
ABOUT PEOPLE (1932, June 3). The Forbes 
Advocate (NSW : 1911 - 1954), p. 4. 
Retrieved February 6, 2022, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218422445 
  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142028034
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142028034
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article98920825
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218422445
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HOB v13 p47 
Women of the West-- Maude Brennan 
Maude Brennan was the first white baby born at North Bourke on March 15, 1869. She 
married Charlie Mathews, who was the son of T.A. Mathews, the founder of Louth. 
T.A. Mathews is also remembered for the monument he erected in memory of his first wife, 
Mary. 
 
The headstone was erected at such an angle as to catch the light of the sinking sun, 
turning the cross into a glowing star. The light from the cross on August 15, the 
anniversary of her death, marks the spot where her home stood. 
 
Though stories and rumours about T.A. Mathews abound, including the story of the 
stonemason erecting the monument when Mathews refused to meet the costs, family 
members say he loved only his first wife, Mary. He married three other women, but lived in 
separate quarters and had no more children, marrying the women only to care for his 
children without their reputations being ruined. 
 
Maude's husband, Charlie, was a Cobb and Co. coach driver from Bourke to Louth and on 
one occasion had a female passenger who was dressed in black and wore a black veil. 
Some way out of Louth, his passenger asked to be dropped off. She had a large basket 
and insisted on being left in the middle of nowhere. Charlie drove on, believing he had 
carried Kate Kelly, the bushranger's sister, in his carriage to meet Ned. 
 
Maude and Charlie had eleven children, one dying at two years of age of the Bubonic 
Plague. Charlie died on October 16, 1950, while Maude continued to live in Bourke. She 
was presented with a clock as a gift for being the oldest woman in Bourke. 'W. H. 


