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Nidgery was about 20km south east of Gongolgon on the Yangunyah Cowal (a “creek” that runs parallel to the Marra 

Creek and the Bogan River but runs only in the wet and is not a tributary of any watercourse). 

 

The Reminiscences of THOMAS LUKE – HOB v12 p88 
Journey of 1866 - Our next stopping place was Nidgery on the Bogan, where the manager and cook were very 

rough. The Bogan being in flood, the mailman said he could not proceed so here we stayed for a week. No candles or 

kerosene, the cook reading his yellow-back novel by a slush-lamp. I tried to bribe the mailman with a sovereign to go 

12 miles up the river to where there was a crossing place, but he would not go. However, at last he did go up, leaving 

Mr Bardwell behind, and I reached Bourke via Gongolgan, 575 miles from Sydney, 30 days from the time I left 

Melbourne. Now I can do the journey in 30 hours…  

So, at Christmas 1866, I travelled the same road again calling on the same people, but instead of spending a week at 

each place I only spent an hour or so. I went on to Nidgery where I gave the cook a garden hoe, that being the only 

thing he requested me to bring, but both he and Red Bill the manager were in a terrible state of intoxication having just 

received their Christmas stores. The Boss had sent up a supply of spirits. It was a badly conducted station with a 

Blacks' Camp attached. 

 

From the Town and Country Journal of 17/10/1874 - A TOUR TO THE NORTH WESTERN INTERIOR 

HOB v8 p188 

At last I reached a poor looking homestead with a bark roof. This is Trudget’s Station. I had a cup of water there, and 

in a few minutes pushed on, and rode across the Bogan River which I followed down on the western bank for a few 

miles, when I arrived at Nidgery, twenty five miles from Monkey where there is an accommodation house, and I hope 

to get some thing to eat. I was sadly disappointed, for the persons who owned it were away from home. I hung my 

horse up to a tree and entered the miserable hut, and rested on an axe and adze-planed sofa for half an hour. Finding 

this state of things unprofitable I “explored “ for provisions, but could not find any. A short distance away from the hut, 

under a tree, I then perceived an old black gin working away making a possum rug, 

 

Government Gazette Notices (1869, June 29). New South 

Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 

1647. Retrieved March 9, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225584035 
 

COLONIAL MARKETS. (1869, July 1). The Maitland Mercury and 

Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893), p. 3. 

Retrieved March 9, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article18738065 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225584035
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18738065
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18738065


1846 Reed Whye Murphy family 
 

3 
 

READFORD, John Thomas. – HOB v10 p89 

Son of Thomas Readford, early landholder at Warren and "Nidgery". Wife Catherine Annie. Nephew of John Readford, whose hotel and store 

were the origin of Warren. See Vol. VIII P.37A; Warren history publications; etc. 

 

 
Log of Logs vol 1, p 204  
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SHIPPING. (1855, October 19). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 4. Retrieved February 17, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12983040 

 
THE ENGLISH MAIL PER THE CHAMPION OF THE 

SEAS. (1855, October 19). The Sydney Morning 

Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 4. Retrieved 

February 17, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12983073 

 And SYDNEY SHIPPING. (1855, October 24). The 

Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General 

Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893), p. 2. Retrieved 

February 17, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article707925 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilmore_(1824_ship) 

She was an old ship, having been built at Sulkea 

(India) in 1824. 500 tons.  About a third of her crew 

were Chinese. She had brough convicts to Australia 

in 1832 and 1839 and settlers in 1829. She was 

eventually wrecked on the east side of St Martins 

of the Isles of Scilly on 12 Apr 1866. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATER POLICE COURT.—FRIDAY. (1855, October 27). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), p. 4. Retrieved February 

17, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60164512 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12983040
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12983073
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article707925
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilmore_(1824_ship)
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60164512
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"NOTES OF A JOURNEY FROM SYDNEY TO BOURKE." Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875) 3 October 1866: 8. Web. 13 

Feb 2022 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60600494 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60600494
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BOURKE. (1867, August 8). The Maitland Mercury and 

Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893), p. 

4. Retrieved February 13, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18725740 

 

No. XVII. An Act to authorize the Sale of certain 

Improved Lands. [Assented to, 23rd December, 1867.] 

(1867, December 27). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 3634. Retrieved 

February 13, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article230058808 

 

ANNO TRICESIM0 PRIMO 

VICTORIA REGIN^l. 

No. XVII. 

An Act to authorize the Sale of certain Improved Lands. 

[Assented to, 23rd December, 1867.] 

WHEREAS the persons whose names are hereinafter mentioned in Schedule A have applied to conditionally purchase 

certain Crown Lands under the thirteenth section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 and have resided on 

and improved the same and whereas the said lands have been subsequently found to be within areas reserved from 

conditional purchase on account of population by the said thirteenth section And whereas the persons whose names 

are mentioned in Schedule B have improved certain unimproved town lands reserved from conditional purchase by 

the said thirteenth section and not sold by public auction under the twenty-fourth section of the said Act And 

whereas the person whose name is mentioned in Schedule C applied to conditionally purchase certain Crown Land 

under the said thirteenth section and has resided on and improved the same and whereas the said land has been 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18725740
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230058808
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230058808
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subsequently found to be within an area of a proclaimed Gold Field excluded by special proclamation from 

conditional purchase And whereas the person whose name is mentioned in Schedule D has been declared the 

conditional purchaser of certain Crown Land and whereas the land so purchased is contained within an area which 

has since been duly declared to be set apart as the site of a town and whereas the said last mentioned person 

agreed to relinquish the land so conditionally purchased in consideration that he was allowed to purchase the five 

acres set opposite to his name in the said last-mentioned Schedule And whereas 

 

Preamble. 

31° VICTQBIJ& No. 17. 

Sale of Improved Lands. 

 

whereas in or about the month of February one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two one George Dewdney as the 

trustee of the person whose name is mentioned in Schedule E such person then being under coverture applied to 

conditionally purchase without competition certain unimproved Crown Land and whereas the person whose name is 

mentioned in Schedule E and her husband have improved the land so applied for and whereas her husband is now 

dead And whereas the person whose name is mentioned in Schedule E has applied to conditionally purchase without 

competition certain unimproved Crown Land he supposing the said land to contain forty acres and whereas upon 

survey it appears that the said land only contains thirty-one acres and one rood and whereas the person whose 

name is mentioned in Schedule E has resided on and improved the land so applied for And whereas it is expedient to 

sell to the , persons ..whose names are mentioned in the Schedules ABCDE and E the portions of Crown Lands set 

opposite to the said names in the said Schedules respectively at an appraised value and to give the requisite 

authority for such purpose Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty by and with the advice 

and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled and by 

the authority of the same as follows  

1. The Governor with the advice of the Executive Council may sell and grant the several portions of lands mentioned 

in Schedules A B C D E and E hereto annexed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite to-such 

portions of lands in the said Schedules respectively without competition in fee simple at a price to be fixed by 

appraisement in accordance with the provisions of the Crown .Lands Alienation Act of 1861 such price not being less 

than eight pounds an acre for town lands and one pound an acre for other lands but such appraisement shall not 

include any value for improvements. 

2. Upon the issue of the grant of the land mentioned in Schedule D and hereby authorized to be sold and granted 

the' land agreed to be relinquished shall revert* to Her Majesty as fully to all intents and. purposes as if the same 

had not been conditionally purchased. 

The sale of certain Grown Lands Authorized. 

The land in Schedule D conditionally purchased to revert to Her Majesty. 

 

SCHEDULES. 
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https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8817&h=17589&tid=&pid=&queryId=2a9d7592caf6147c2fbea484fd7a7c3c&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=NJn1520&_phstart=successSource 

The actual date is 1868, not 1869. 

 

 

  

https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8817&h=17589&tid=&pid=&queryId=2a9d7592caf6147c2fbea484fd7a7c3c&usePUB=true&_phsrc=NJn1520&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8817&h=17589&tid=&pid=&queryId=2a9d7592caf6147c2fbea484fd7a7c3c&usePUB=true&_phsrc=NJn1520&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8817&h=17589&tid=&pid=&queryId=2a9d7592caf6147c2fbea484fd7a7c3c&usePUB=true&_phsrc=NJn1520&_phstart=successSource
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LAND SALES. (1871, May 9). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1014. Retrieved 

March 9, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223589660 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223589660
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NOTIFICATION OF RESUMPTION OF LAND UNDER THE 

"PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1900." (1902, November 

14). Government Gazette of the State of New South 

Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 8265. Retrieved 

July 5, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article219913950 

 

 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219913950
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219913950
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TIMBER LICENSES. (1870, January 11). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 36. 

Retrieved February 13, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223284979 

 
 

 

 
TIMBER LICENSES. (1871, October 20). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 2398. 

Retrieved February 13, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223718172 

 
 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223284979
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A Tour to the North-Western Interior. (1874, October 

17). Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, 

NSW : 1870 - 1919), p. 22. Retrieved February 13, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article70485709 

 

Also A TOUR TO THE NORTH-WESTERN INTERIOR 

(1874, October 19). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 

1875), p. 3. Retrieved February 13, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60993630 

 
Leaving Mr. Sullivan's, I re-crossed the river, and 

travelled over a capital road, red sandy loam chiefly, 

for nine miles, and then reached Gongolgan town- 

ship. 

Gongolgan, meaning, I understand, red ground, was 

formed about six years since. The site of the town 

was originally selected by Joseph Wye, who took up 40 

acres of land on it. The Government cancelled Wye's 

selection and surveyed the site for a township, giving 

Wye, as compensation, some allotments of land in it. 

I should explain that Gongolgan station is on the oppo- 

site side of the river. It was long known as Botfields, 

after Mr. Edward Botfield, one of the earliest resi- 

dents. 

Gongolgan is a clean and very nice little township, 

built on land high and dry, on the western bank of the 

Bogan River. There are two public-houses, two stores, 

police station, public school, and a pound in the town 

ship. The first hotel, on entering Gongolgan from the 

Sydney side, is the Royal, kept by Mr. John Haw- 

thorne, who distinguished himself by the capture of 

Dunn, the bushranger, some years ago. The other 

hotel has the remarkable sign of "The Lame Horse." 

This is also a comfortable building, carried on by Mr. 

Joseph Whye. The two stores are the Little Wonder, 

Mr. T. R. Cleaver's, and the Gongolgan Store. Mr. 

John Shaw's. The police-station is a nice building, 

constructed of sawn timber, shingled roof, and pine 

ceiling. There is a court-room here. Court is held 

by Mr. Grant. Police Magistrate, of Bourke; the 

honorary magistrates are Messrs, Langmore and 

O'Sullivan. Senior-constable Murphy is the Acting 

Clerk of Petty Sessions, and is in charge of the police. 

In Gongolgan there had been in operation for two years 

a Provincial School, but the teacher had left a short 

time before my arrival, The Inspector (Mr. G. O'Byrne) 

had, however, promised to send a teacher, and he is 

probably at his duties there now. The inhabitants 

have liberally contributed funds to the amount of £100 

toward the erection of a public school, the opening of 

which I expect shortly to chronicle. Mr. Hawthorne 

is the post-master at Gongolgan. As at Canonbar, 

there is also a Chinese garden at Gongolgan. This 

garden is about two acres in extent, leased from the 

Government at a rental of £4 per annum. This is an 

exorbitant sum to have to pay the Government as rent 

for two acres of land. The garden is well laid out 

capitally irrigated and watered by pumps from the 

river into a series of races and wells. Vegetables were 

growing very well, and I saw here pumpkins of over 

70 lbs. weight. These industrious Chinese keep the 

neighbourhood supplied with vegetables, and take the 

surplus to Cobar Copper Mines, 120 miles distant, and 

of course make it pay. The names of the Chinese 

gardeners are Ah Loy, Yet Poey, and Ah Sup. 

Yet, notwithstanding this, and the fact that I saw 

capital gardens to many European's homes, and stock 

of very good hay in Gongolgan, I question if Gongolgan 

will over be an agricultural district. The past few 

seasons have been exceptionable, and must not be 

counted upon as a rule. 

The Gongolgan "Water-hole" is the finest sheet of 

water on the whole of the Bogan. It is nearly four 

miles in length in a straight line, and eight or nine 

miles round. There are granite rocks or reefs cropping 

up at the lower end (just opposite the township), like 

a table, for 200 yards, and forming a complete dam for 

stopping the water. 

From Gongolgan to Cobar there has recently been 

formed a new line of road, by Mr. Cleaver, who has a 

branch store at Cobar. The distance is 120 miles, 

whereas, round by Bourke, it is 200 miles. 

I was rowed over in a boat to the opposite side of the 

river, to Gongolgan station, now the property of Messrs, 

Langmore and Tulloch, and under the management of 

Mr. Pearce Barton. This station was taken up by 

Johnson and Hilder. Johnston sold his share to 

Captain Baker, and Hilder and Baker sold to Messrs. 

Tulloch and Langmore. The stations embrace East 

Bogan, blocks 18 to 22 inclusive, and is spoken highly 

of by the surveyor mid commissioner. The Gongolgan 

Station is all fenced in and sub-divided. The lambing 

this year was a capital one, yielding 99½ percent less 6 

percent, of dry sheep. The station is well watered by 

the Gongolgan water-hole for thirteen miles, inclusive 

of bends in the stream. 

Leavinsi Gongolgan township at sunrise, with two 

companions, we crossed thc Bogan, below the natural 

dam on the table or reef, and struck across country 

towards Brewarrina, on tho Darling, to the north 

east for 20 miles, without seeing a single habitation. 

The land we passed through was, however, very beuti- 

ful in places, and excellently grassed. About 12 miles 

from Gongolgan we passed to our left some curiously - 

shaped rocks lying on the plain. Ten miles from Bre- 

warrina we arrived at a splendid sheet of water called 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70485709
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70485709
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60993630
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the Jarrian Lake, or Water-hole. This water flows 

: out of the Barwon or Darling into tho Bogan. The 

lake was literally swarming with wild-fowl. A few 

cooeys brought people out of the hut on the opposite 

bank, and presently a canoe shoved off, and we un- 

saddled our horses and drove them in, when they swam 

across. Taking our saddles, we crossed in tho boat 

with Mr. Robort Donaldson, who rowed us over. The 

out-station homestead belongs to Messrs. Sewers and 

White, and is part of the Navena station. Mr. Donald- 

son gave us some breakfast, which, after our long ride, 

was heartily enjoyed. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/70485709

?searchTerm=joseph%20whyeIn half-an-hour we were 

again on the road, and, 

crossiug some lovely plains, reached Brewarrina shortly 

before 12 o'clock in the day. 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/70485709?searchTerm=joseph%20whye
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/70485709?searchTerm=joseph%20whye
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A TOUR TO THE NORTH-WESTERN INTERIOR (1874, 

October 19). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), p. 3. 

Retrieved February 13, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60993630 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60993630
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Divorced Ann Malcolm 1878 

 

 
BOTFIELDS.—Impounded at Botfields, Gongolgon, on the 7th day of April, 1879, from Cultivation Paddock, by Mr. 

(1879, April 16). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1735. Retrieved February 14, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223117989 

 
Advertising (1880, February 21). Freeman's Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1932), p. 22. Retrieved February 14, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article133485611 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223117989
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article133485611
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TRADE-MARK. (1886, August 27). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 5799. 

Retrieved February 19, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222754907 

 

 

The Lame Horse Hotel at Gongolgon changed its 

name to the Commercial Hotel. This Trademark 

action may be the reason.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222754907
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BOTFIELDS.—Impounded at Botfields, Gongolgon, on the (1884, September 5). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 6037. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article221674998 

 
 

Government Gazette Notices (1884, September 19). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 6307. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221676097 

 
 

Advertising (1887, December 17). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 5. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article141902907 

 

BOURKE POLICE COURT. (1888, February 29). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142595996 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221674998
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221674998
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221676097
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article141902907
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142595996
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Advertising (1889, April 6). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 5. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222105 

Advertising (1889, April 24). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved February 16, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222445 

 

This advertisement appeared in virtually every edition. 

 

PUBLIC MEETING IN BOURKE. (1890, March 17). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 6. Retrieved February 

16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108795599 

 

Advertising (1889, May 29). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222364 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222105
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222445
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108795599
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143222364
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SPEECH BY MR T. WADDELL. M.P. (1890, May 28). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658513 

 

Still advertising the Family Hotel - Advertising (1890, May 

28). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 1. Retrieved 

February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article142658518 

 

BOURKE LICENSING COURT. (1890, June 7). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 14, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658291 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. (1890, June 25). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658329 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658513
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658518
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658518
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658291
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658329
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MEETING OF RATEPAYERS. (1890, July 2). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142660180 

 

REGISTRATION OF BRANDS ACT OF 1866. (1890, June 24). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 

1832 - 1900), p. 4938. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219923017 

 

 
 

 

PASTORAL MEMORANDA. (1890, July 5). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658936 

 

 

PASTORAL MEMORANDA. (1890, September 27). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved 

February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142659687 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142660180
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219923017
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142658936
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142659687
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Government Land Business. (1887, July 26). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 7. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108006835 

  

 

 

MR. WADDELL AT BYROCK (1891, May 9). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW 

: 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142553123 

 

 

1891 Census has J Murphy in Wilson St, Produce Store 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAND SALES. (1892, November 14). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 9021. Retrieved February 14, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222178745 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108006835
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142553123
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222178745
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LICENSING COURT. (1893, June 24). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved February 14, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142707279 

 

LOCAL AND GENERAL (1893, August 23). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 14, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142708139 

 

Also District Intelligence (1893, August 25). Bathurst Free 

Press and Mining Journal (NSW : 1851 - 1904), p. 3. 

Retrieved February 14, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article62187454 

 

 

1893 0818 – First license for Commercial Hotel, 

Gongolgon. Also Daniel Murphy for Family Hotel, 

Bourke. 

Government Gazette Notices (1893, August 18). New 

South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 6430. Retrieved February 2, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222120805 

 

Also 1894 – Family now Thomas Dillon. 

1895 James Gongolgon Hotel (but appl to transfer to John Willcock). Family – William O’Connor 

 

1897 James @ Gongolgon (Commercial). Family – George Astill 

 

1898 James @ Gongolgon (Commercial). Family – George Astill 

1898 James @ Family Hotel, Bourke – Commercial @ Gongolgon now Alfred Why. (Note Joseph and Prudence didn’t 

have a son Alfred; only Albert in 1863 

Government Gazette Notices (1899, August 22). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), 

p. 6333. Retrieved February 2, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221005925 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142707279
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142708139
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article62187454
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222120805
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221005925
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MINING. (1893, August 23). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 

2. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article142708132 

 

AT GONGOLGON. (1893, October 25). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 

1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article142706387 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE COMMONS ACTS, 1873-86. (1894, 

October 26). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 

6788. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220940201 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142708132
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142708132
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142706387
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142706387
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220940201
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Government Gazette Appointments and 

Employment (1895, April 2). New South Wales 

Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 2219. Retrieved February 14, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article224323063 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. (1895, June 

19). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 

1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143226957 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government Gazette Tenders and Contracts (1896, 

February 19). New South Wales Government Gazette 

(Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1250. Retrieved 

February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222650171 

 
 

Horses and Cattle. (1896, September 2). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 

- 1930), p. 310. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251898095 

 
 

Government Gazette Tenders and Contracts (1897, February 16). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, 

NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1134. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224341174 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224323063
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224323063
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article143226957
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222650171
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251898095
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224341174
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THE COMMONS ACTS, 1873-86-95. (1898, February 

11). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, 

NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 1095. Retrieved February 14, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article220947745 

 

 

 

 

 

Government Gazette Notices (1898, February 26). New 

South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 

- 1900), p. 1729. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220949330 

 
 

Government Gazette Notices (1899, February 24). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 1615. Retrieved February 14, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220992250 

 
 

Advertising (1900, March 7). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104095179 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220947745
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220947745
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220949330
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220992250
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104095179
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Advertising (1900, November 3). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104097260 

 

Also Advertising (1900, November 7). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 3. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104097268 

 

LOCAL AND MINERAL. (1901, March 27). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104098450 

 
 

THE FEDERAL CAPITAL. (1902, March 15). Western 

Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved 

February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article103954621 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE Western Herald AND DARLING RIVER ADVOCATE (1902, 

May 28). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. 

Retrieved February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article103955303 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104097260
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104097268
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article104098450
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103954621
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103954621
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103955303
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103955303
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Advertising (1903, March 28). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 

1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103957970 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertising (1903, April 4). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), 

p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article103958029 

 

Both also Advertising (1903, April 29). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958242 

And again Advertising (1903, May 13). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103960597 

 

LOCAL AND GENERAL. (1903, June 10). Western Herald (Bourke, 

NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958548 

 

 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103957970
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958029
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958029
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958242
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103960597
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103958548
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Advertising (1903, July 29). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 

1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959012 

 

Also Advertising (1903, August 1). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959062 

 

And Advertising (1903, August 12). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959148 

 

And Advertising (1903, August 29). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 

1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959356 

 

Ans yet more Advertising (1903, September 2). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959390 

 

And Advertising (1903, September 26). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 4. Retrieved February 16, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959591 

 

And Advertising (1903, November 7). Western Herald (Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 1. Retrieved February 16, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959983 

 

HOB V VI p26 –  

 
 

He is not included in the Bankruptcy indexes. Not in Intestacy or Probate either. 

 

 
This is NOT our James Murphy.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959012
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959062
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959148
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959356
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959390
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959591
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103959983
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Australia Electoral Rolls 
Green Gate,Hotel, Orange, New South Wales, Australia 

https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=AU%2FELECTORALROLL%2F323%2F000988438 

First name(s) James Garfield 

Last name Murphy 

Sex Male 

Birth year - 

Year 1903 

Occupation Painter 

House name - 

Street Green Gate,Hotel 

Address Green Gate,Hotel 

Place - 

District Orange 

Sub-district - 

Number 3122 

State New South Wales 

Country Australia 

Page 45 

Record set Australia Electoral Rolls 

Category Census, land & surveys 

Subcategory Electoral Rolls 

Collections from Australasia, Australia 

 

 
NB – The OTHER James Murphy was a hotel-keeper in Byng St (and is also recorded in Orange on the 1891 and 1901 

censuses; in 1903 James Garfield Murphy was a painter in the Green Gate Hotel. Despite the connection to the 

Green Gate, JG Murphy is not OUR James Murphy. 

 

James G Murphy 

Ancestry trees suggest that he is a son of Denis Murphy who was a brother of James Murphy (1857-1910). 

Married Sarah A O’Sullivan at Orange 1915. Probably a son of the OTHER James Murphy. 

https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=ANZ%2FBMD%2FNSW%2FM%2F0004351348 

https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=ANZ%2FBMD%2FNSW%2FM%2F0004351347 

  

https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=AU%2FELECTORALROLL%2F323%2F000988438
https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=ANZ%2FBMD%2FNSW%2FM%2F0004351348
https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=ANZ%2FBMD%2FNSW%2FM%2F0004351347
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Nevertheless, ours was… 

• He was Licensee of the Green Gate Hotel in Orange 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906. Sold business to Mr Sharkey in 

1906. Sued Sharkey in May 1906 for malicious damage to fence adjoining the property next door (that 

Murphy retained). 

• Fined for drunkenness and foul language 13.7.1906 Orange. 

• Letter to editor of Orange Leader re barricading of Woodward St Orange 25.7.1906. 

• Bought land in Lord St Orange 11.5.1907. 

• Steward at Orange Dog races 21.9.1917. 
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•  

• Probably DC 22640/1919 aged 76 years (exactly right) – died at Rookwood Asylum (later Lidcombe Hospital 

for men). 

 

(Another James Murphy held the licenses of the Prince of Wales and Central Hotels in Orange 1907-1909. Died 

26.11.1910 aged 53yo (14 years too young). 

 

Prudence Murphy 

• ER Bourke 1903-04 (Wilson St). NB No James Murphy. https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-

content/view/195587204:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_

phstart=successSource 

• Lost jewellery reported in Police Gazette 2.6.1909 p194. Lived at 31 Abercrombie St “Sydney”. Lost gold bar 

brooch, heart in centre, “Taylor” on back. - Watches and Jewellery Reported Stolen, Missing, Etc. (1909, June 

2). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 194. Retrieved 

July 5, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251648215 

• ER in Woonoona 1913 (lives with a William Murphy on Main Road’ probably her husband)  - 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-

content/view/194130959:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_

phstart=successSource 

• Sunday Trading License issued to her. - BULLI AND WOONONA. (1918, July 26). South Coast Times and 

Wollongong Argus (NSW : 1900 - 1954), p. 9. Retrieved July 5, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article142704226 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/195587204:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/195587204:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/195587204:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251648215
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/194130959:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/194130959:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/194130959:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4469be6efe8f22b03eb8f3d16db837b9&_phsrc=tGt7&_phstart=successSource
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142704226
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142704226
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HOB v13 p77 
RALPH, Thomas (cont) son of William James. Born 1856.  

At Coolabah 1898. Died Jan 1900 (?while he had the 

"Union", Bourke). Sons Bertie Leslie born Bourke 03/03/94, 

WWI; Percy Edgar k.i.a. France.  
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Government Gazette Notices (1867, August 7). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney 

: 1860 - 1930), p. 239. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251748693 

 
 

Apprehensions. (1866, February 28). New South 

Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime 

(Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 78. Retrieved March 8, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article252042213 
 

 

Government Gazette Notices (1866, May 9). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 

1860 - 1930), p. 170. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252042384 - NB Tried 

16/4/1865 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 16TH. (1866, October 19). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 

1875), p. 5. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article60601266 
 

 

UNLIKELY - Apprehensions. (1867, April 10). New South 

Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney 

: 1860 - 1930), p. 122. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251748419 

 

Government Gazette Notices (1867, May 1). New 

South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 

Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 143. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251748473 

NB – He had a child born 8 months after his 12 month sentence would have expired. So maybe this is not him. 

 
 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251748693
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252042213
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252042213
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252042384
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60601266
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60601266
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GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. (1870, February 

26). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), p. 3.  

Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60898629 

Robberies with Arms or Violence, or from the 

Person. (1871, June 7). New South Wales Police 

Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 

1860 - 1930), p. 150. Retrieved March 7, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252050282 

 

1871 'Apprehensions.', New South Wales Police 

Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 

1860 - 1930), 14 June, p. 160. , viewed 07 Mar 

2022, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article252050302 

CLEVER CAPTURE OF BUSHRANGERS. (1871, June 

24). Wagga Wagga Advertiser and Riverine Reporter (NSW : 

1868 - 1875), p. 2. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103919415 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60898629
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252050282
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252050302
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article252050302
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article103919415
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See also Early Bourke”” for 

The Recently Captured Bushrangers. (1871, June 27). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 3. Retrieved 

February 19, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129971727 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129971727
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EXCITING CHASE AFTER AND CAPTURE OF 

BUSHRANGERS. (1871, June 29). The Maitland Mercury 

and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 

1893), p. 4. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18755231 

 

 
 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18755231
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More at (not copied here) 

The Recently Captured Bushrangers. (1871, July 

1). Australian Town and Country Journal 

(Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 1919), p. 7. Retrieved 

March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70467556 
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Apprehensions. (1872, February 7). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 

1930), p. 39. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251601689 

  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251601689
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Apprehensions. (1873, August 13). New 

South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly 

Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 

240. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article251603185 

 

Miscellaneous Information. (1873, September 

24). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly 

Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 281. 

Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251603313 

 

Apprehensions. (1874, July 15). New South 

Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 

Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), p. 201. 

Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251604087 

 

BREWARRINA. (1874, July 18). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), p. 4. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60990134 
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251603185
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251603313
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251604087
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60990134


1846 Reed Whye Murphy family 
 

77 
 

A TOUR TO THE NORTH-WESTERN INTERIOR (1874, October 19). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), p. 3. Retrieved 
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BOURKE. (1875, May 15). The Maitland Mercury and 

Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893), p. 

5. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18794722 
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August 1878 – Daniel Reed Murphy conceived. Born 14 May 1879. 

 

Horses and Cattle. (1878, September 4). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 

- 1930), p. 319. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251895081 
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2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article181821795 

The SHOOTING of SENIOR-SERGEANT WALLINGS. 

(1878, September 24). The Sydney Morning Herald 

(NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 5. Retrieved March 7, 2022, 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13412284 

COONAMBLE. (1878, September 25). The Sydney Morning 
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from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13423354 
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Murder. (1878, September 25). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), 

p. 344. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251895140 

The Murder of Wallings.—The Police on the Track. 

(1878, October 7). Newcastle Morning Herald and 
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CAPTURE AND DEATH OF SERGEANT WALLINGS' MURDERER. (1878, October 16). Glen Innes Examiner and General 

Advertiser (NSW : 1874 - 1908), p. 2. Retrieved March 7, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article217825647 
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1878 - THE STORY OF “MIDNIGHT” 
Not to be confused with 

- Captain Moonlite (Alexander Charles Scott 1842 - 1880) Andrew George Scott? 

- Captain Melville (Frank McCallum) 

- Captain Starlight (Harry Readford d 1901) 

- Captain Starlight (Frank Pearson d 1899 who, with Rutherford, murdered Const McCabe of Bourke) 

- Captain Thunderbolt – (Frederick Wordsworth Ward) (Mary Ann Bugg) 

- Captain Thunderbolt of SA (John Kerney) 

 

About August 1878, Thomas Law (alias George Gibson, alias Harry Wilson, alias Thomas Smith 

alias "Midnight") broke gaol at Parramatta and went to earth in the marshlands 

around Warren. A month later Sergeant Wallings with two troopers from Dubbo, 

visiting Mrs. Mills' "Wonbobbie Inn" in pursuit of Midnight. This was 20th 

September. Midnight however got wind of their arrival, shot Wallings and 

galloped off towards the Warrumbungle’s. According to depositions taken 

during the official inquiry at Wonbobbie Station, Warren 20th September, 1878 

the story briefly is this. Gibson, or Midnight, having ignored an order to halt, 

Wallings closed with him, calling out, "Surrender in the Queen's name." Gibson 

then shot Wallings through the heart. Then he fired again bringing Constable 

Walsh's horse to the ground and galloped off. 
 

A memorial erected by the Crown in the Dubbo Cemetery says Wallings "was 

shot dead in the execution of his duty at Wonbobbie on 20th September 1878 

aged 40 years". A Mr. Bird the owner of Wonbobbie Station called for 

volunteers to pursue Gibson but received no response. The Police Gazette of 

the 9th September 1878 describes the murderer Midnight as: "About twenty 

eight years of age; five feet eight inches high; medium build; regular features; 

dark hair and brown whiskers, black coat". The Crown approved of a reward of 

£200 for his capture. He was last seen making towards the Warrumbungle 

Mountains. 
 

Midnight however, doubled on his tracks from east to west. The trail lay 

smoking hot across the Macquarie thence to Duck Creek where the fugitive 

was able to spell a bit owing to an accident, which temporarily disabled two of 

the trooper’s horses. Feeling refreshed and full of mischief, the boy with the 

brown whiskers, came loping into Bourke, hopped on Tom Mahoneys grey 

mare and rode in a £100 hurdle race without being recognised. The next news 

we get of him is the same news that the Inspector General of Police received in 

a telegram from Sub-Inspector Duffy at Barringun 7 or 8th October 1878. 

"George Gibson, alias Henry Wilson, who murdered Sergeant Wallings was 

mortally wounded at Maranoa Station on the Queensland border on 6th 

October after a desperate resistance, by Constable Hatton and Gray of Bourke, 

who pursued him with me from Eringonia, Warrego River, on 3rd Inst. He was 

riding in a police saddle. He has since died in a hut on Irrara Creek, from a 

wound unintentionally inflicted by the police while shooting the horse on which 

he was endeavouring to escape." 
 

Hatton describes how he tracked Midnight to Kerrigans Hotel at Eringonia; how 

the police approached under cover of dark only to hear the sounds of his 

horse’s hooves while he galloped away. They fired after which there was dead 

silence and it began to rain. 

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/stories/bushranger-captain-moonlight
https://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/crime/display/114633-senior-sergeant-thomas-wallings
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Hatton, Duffy and Gray and a black boy followed Midnight's tracks for two days 

reaching the boundary fence of Maranoa Station at 11 a.m. October 5th. 

Hereabout they saw a Chestnut horse saddled and bridled, hitched to a bit of 

mulga bush and about twenty yards off a young man on the ground just 

beginning to wake up. 
 

Hatton tells his own share of this tragic story: - 

"Constable Gray and myself got in between the man and his horse and 

commanded him in the Queen's name to surrender, telling him to put up his 

hands or I would shoot him; which threat I repeated four or five times. Gray told 

him the same, and, while he was in a sitting position I said to Gray, 'You jump 

down and handcuff him and I will keep him covered.' At that Midnight jumped 

up", ran past my horse, and under Constable Gray's horse's neck, to his own 

horse, which was tied to a tree, he grabbed the reins on the off side and 

attempted to mount while the horse was moving. I fired at the horse three times 

to prevent him from escaping. The horse kept moving on, the man having one 

foot in the stirrup, the reins in one hand. Whilst the other was upon the saddle, 

trying to mount from the off side. At one time he nearly got into the saddle and I 

had my revolver levelled straight at him to fire; but he did not do so, as he fell 

back. The horse then plunged around. At that time I was firing another shot at 

the horse and I believe it was that shot which killed the man. After I had fired 

the last shot the horse plunged and fell, and the deceased fell also; and 

remained on the ground. I jumped off my horse, caught the man by the hands 

and called upon Gray to handcuff him, which he did. The bullet had pierced his 

left side and come out under the right hip. I told him I arrested him for the 

murder of Sergeant Wallins, and asked him his name. "That doesn't matter" he 

said, "Let me die." But later he said he was Harry Wilson. I sent to Maronoa 

station for a cart into which we lifted the deceased and brought him to 

Wapweelah station where he died the following morning, in great pain, and 

saying. 'Oh that I had my rifle, I'd learn some of you to be merciful.' When 

Constable Gray asked him his name, Wilson exclaimed 'My right name I will 

never tell. I have lived like a dog and like a dog I'll die. In his pocket was found 

a handkerchief with the name Jane Mills."  

 

Frank Clune writes the following attributing it to John Collins of Brewarrina. 

Collins is reputed to have written up an early history of Brewarrina. Notice how 

this story coincides with the later report of the career of Midnight. 

"Sergeant Murphy, searching for cattle duffers, called one day at the "Horse 

and Jockey Inn" on the Biree (Brewarrina Enngonia Road). As he entered a 

man sprang from the dining table and made off but Murphy captured him. The 

man turned out to be Starlight (Midnight) the bushranger. After dinner the 

Sergeant proceeded to Brewarrina with his prisoner, who gave no trouble and 

only one hand was cuffed to the saddle. Just outside the town the prisoner 

drew up his stirrup and, cracking the Sergeant across the head, made off like a 

shot. Police and trackers trailed him 60 miles west across the Bokhara and the 

Warrego, past Enngonia. Jack Shearer kept an Inn on Irrara Creek and Mrs. 

Shearer was wounded in the breast, fatally I think in the scrap between the 

escaped prisoner and the police. Starlight (Midnight) escaped but the next day 

was shot on Whopwaly station whilst asleep. Old hands say the summons to 

surrender came after the bushranger was dead and add the comment that, 
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since the politic of the police had been founded on the maxim that “dead men 

tell no tales”, nobody need wonder why neither seen nor heard of again. 

 

Thomas Smith (1855-1878) | WikiTree FREE Family Tree 

Biography 

Thomas Smith was born in 1855 Newcastle England but nothing is know how he arrived in Australia or 

about his early life Thomas used. many different names "Law", "Henry", "Harry Wilson", "George Gibson", 

"George White", and later more notorious as "Captain Midnight". On the 30th of May 1870, Thomas was 

sentenced in Bathurst to five years imprisonment for stealing cattle,but he wasnt in prison for too long he 

escaped after a year, and ended up in Sydney, where he joined up with John Bolton and Thomas Walker 

they were into theft and burglary. In February 1872, they were arrested, sentenced, and sent to Bathurst 

Gaol, Bolton and Walker for three years and Thomas alias [1]Captain Midnight" for six and a half years 

 

Shortly after that Captain Midnight was sent to Parramatta Gaol there he made friends with another inmate 

named James McNab, who used the alias Shaw they escaped from Parramatta in September 1872, and 

they started stealing horses and cattle they stole herds in Queensland drove them to Dubbo in New South 

Wales and sold them, then stole cattle in New South Wales and sold them back in Queensland a £200 

reward was offfered for his capture . They lasted six years, before Midnight was caught by Senior 

Constable Murphy at the Horse and Jockey Inn at Brewarrina, but Midnight escaped again. The police at 

Dubbo formed a search party to capture him with Senior Sergeant Thomas Wallings in charge they were 

heading towards Wonbobbie Inn, when they noticed an armed man running away and yelling threats that 

he would shoot them, Senior Sergeant Wallings told the man to surrender in the Queen's name, but the 

policeman was shot in the heart he died shortly afterwards and was buried at Dubbo cemetery. 

 

Two search parties where after Captain Midnight one from Warren and one from Dubbo, both parties had 

black trackers. On the 5th October, 1878 one of the black trackers spotted Captain Midnight in the bush 

near Enngonia, the police told him to surrender, but he tried to escape on his horse Constable, Thomas 

Hatton fired his revolver at the horse, he wounded Capt Midnight in the hip. Constable Gray shot Midnight's 

horse with a rifle, killing it instantly. Midnight was arrested and he was taken to the Old Wapweelah station, 

where he died the next morning. His last words were Oh, that I had my rifle - I'd learn some of you to be 

merciful! after the inquest his body was buried near the Old Wapweelah station. 

 

 
3. Thomas Smith, aka Captain Midnight –  

“Aye, Aye Captain”: The Captains of Bushranging – A Guide to Australian Bushranging 
Parramatta Gaol 

Captain Midnight is yet another enigma who operated mostly in the Dubbo region in the 1870s. He 
had scores of aliases and started out as a cattle thief for which he was given 5 years in Bathurst Gaol. 
He was released early and went straight back into crime doing time at Darlinghurst and Parramatta. 
Midnight escaped Parramatta Gaol in 1872 and was soon making a nuisance of himself with 
accomplices, specialising in stealing cattle in Queensland and selling them in New South Wales.  After 
an incident in September 1878 when an accomplice was nabbed in Marthaguy, Midnight was 
intercepted by Senior-Sergeant Wallings, Senior-Constable Souter and Constable Walsh. In the 
ensuing chaos Midnight shot Wallings in the chest, killing him before riding off on Wallings’ horse. 
Midnight was soon tracked down and captured on Cuttaburra Creek by a party led by Sub-Inspector 
Francis Duffy. The police shot Midnight in the body and killed his horse before arresting him. He was 
taken to Old Wapweelah Homestead where he died from his wounds saying he’d lived like a dog and 
wanted to die like one. 

HOB v1 p497 

"MIDNIGHT", the Bush Ranger 

The following story was told to me by Mr Jim Lack, Barringun. The later Mr 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Smith-58946
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Smith-58946#_note-0
https://aguidetoaustralianbushranging.com/2017/12/05/o-captain-my-captain-the-captains-of-bushranging/
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Tom Lees, who came to "Belalie" in the days of shepherds when there were 

no fences there, often told Mr Lack the following story: 

"Midnight" had shot a Police Sergeant over near Coonamble (Mr Lack is now 

not quite sure of the exact locality) in 1878, and stole his very well bred 

stallion, which Midnight rode, and a Pack Horse. He was heading for 

Yantabulla; the Police at Enngonia had been notified, of course, but did not 

know "Midnight" was actually in the area. 

 

In those days, horse stealing was an extremely serious crime; the mail 

service to "Wapweelah" was then a horse drawn vehicle, and the Enngonia 

Policeman was waiting, near the Enngonia Pound Yard, for this mail to arrive, 

and when he heard the horse or horses coming, he assumed it was the 

mailman. However, when he called, the rider commenced to gallop, and his 

Pack Horse broke away. The Policeman and his companions thought the 

horses were stolen, but being a dark night, and taken greatly by surprise, as 

they had fully expected the Mailman, they could not track, either, the Pack 

Horse, or the rider of the other horse. 

 

Next morning, the Pack Horse was found on the Enngonia Common, and to 

their astonishment, the men found firearms and other goods on the Pack 

Saddle that told them the Escapee was Midnight (alias George Gibson, alias 

Henry Wilson). 

 

The Aborigine, Jimmy Combo (who later preferred the name, Jimmy 

Kerrigan, for he became haIf civilised very quickly and the name appealed to 

him) was in jail, as he had killed an Aboriginal woman. The Police promised 

freedom to Jimmy if he succeeded in tracking Midnight. Jimmy was quite 

reluctant to do this, as he was afraid, and probably overheard many 

discussions on Midnight, when the Police arrived from Bourke. 

 

However, Jimmy tracked Midnight's horse along the Warrego to about the 

spot where the "Cato" now stands. The Bush Ranger had ridden his stallion 

in the shallow water, in an endeavour to cover the trail, and then, headed 

west 

 

When on "Old Maronoa" country, Jimmy kept assuring the Police that 

Midnight was not far ahead, for, he knew by the stones (he said) that had 

been recently touched by horse's hooves. In those days, there were tribes of 

Aborigines who wandered from settlements on Maronoa, Tinnenburra, and 

Barringun. 

 

The search party met one of these wandering tribes. Jimmy spoke to them in 

native language, which the white men did not understand, and they doubted 

Jimmy when he assured them the fugitive was asleep, only 100 yards ahead, 

for all were very tired and it was almost dusk. Jimmy refused to accompany 

them, and joined his friends. 

 

The Police, feeling very discouraged and awfully tired, rode on a little way in 

the direction Jimmy had indicated. To their astonishment, they found the 

hobbled stallion, feeding on grass, nearby Midnight who was asleep under a 

tree. They shot the horse, and called upon Midnight to surrender. The shot 

had awakened him, and he commenced to run, as he had very quickly risen 
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to his feet. A policeman shot him in the hip; someone rode to old 

"Wapweelah" Homestead, where "Wirrawarra" now stands, and a Spring Cart 

was brought for Midnight to be conveyed to Bourke. However, when the party 

arrived at "Wapweelah" , Midnight was gravely ill, and died there. 

He is buried under a large Pine Tree, not far from "Wirrawarra" home. (See 

photograph in "Pictorial History Vol I"). 

 

Mr Lack and Mr Bligh Ridge said a horse's skull was in a tree for many years, 

and they had always been told this was part of the stallion Midnight had 

stolen, and was shot by Police, minutes before the capture of Midnight. 

 

HOB v12 p329 

"Captain Midnight" (probably from The Police Gazette) 

Thomas Smith alias Law escaped from Parramatta Gaol 30th Sept. 1872. Police 

description of him - 22 year old, 5ft 7ins tall. He went west and was arrested for 

stealing 53 calves belonging to a grazier at Brewarrina and he escaped from Police 

at the Horse and Jockey Inn, Brewarrina, on the 6th Sept. 1878. 

 

Meanwhile Midnight's mate William Kelly, alias George Reynold, had reached 

"Wonbobbie Inn" on Marthaguy Creek. It was in the cellar of the Inn he was arrested 

on 18th Sept 1878. Kelly who at that time was thought to be Law's "brother" was 

taken to Bourke where he was charged with stealing cattle from grazier Thomas 

Robertson, Brewarrina - same herd as "Midnight" - and a steer from "Beemery" a 

property of George Hope. 

 

The Shanty at "Wonbobbie" which was owned by Mrs Jane Mills, was the focal point 

for people travelling in the area and Sen. Constable Souter thought that Midnight 

might attempt to link up with Kelly. Sen Serg. Wallings and Con. John Walsh came 

from Dubbo to assist Souter and Baker with Midnight's arrest. 

Wallings and Walsh rode 70 miles from Dubbo on 19th Sept 1878 and that night 

made rendezvous with Souter in the scrub close to Mrs Mill's Inn. 

 

At 6 o'clock next morning they rose and rode towards the Inn. 

 

20th Sept 1878. 

 

********************************* 

 

"Midnight" George Gibson alias Henry Wilson was mortally wounded at "Maranoa" 

Station on the Queensland border on the 6th October 1878. ("Wapwelah" - WJC) 

At the inquest on "Midnight" Const. Hatton said Midnight was not armed. Const. Gray 

mentioned the dead man had in his possession a handkerchief on which was 

inscribed the name of Jane Mills, (proprietress of the Wonbobbie Inn). The last fact 

further substantiated Walsh's (Const) information. 

 

Midnight was known as Harry Wilson or Henry in the Bourke district; as George 

Gibson or Midnight in the Macquarie Marsh lands. Other names he used were 

William Bowman and George White. 

 

Bibliographical Notes 

A third list is given in the NSW Police Gazette of 4th Sept 1878 (P139) and 30th Oct 

1878 (p388). The alias George Reynolds quoted in Police Gazette of 12th June 1878 
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(p126) was really that of Midnight's associate William Kelly (see edition of 6th Nov 

1878 (p402). 

 

It would seem that there was confusion between Thomas Law and his supposed 

brother Alick Law, alias Henry McMahon, alias Douglas alias William Smith. One 

might ask whether they were one and the same person. William Kelly was also 

thought to be Alick Law. 

 

HOB V8 p205 

“Midnight” the Bushranger By Toni Ridge 

There are various stories about “Midnight”. This is the version told to me by my 

grandmother, Mrs T.V. Egan. She lived at Enngonia as a child and from there 

married T.V. Egan and lived at “Waratah” Station, until retiring to Sydney a few years 

ago. 

 

Midnight was long wanted by the Police. A reward of £200 was offered by the Crown 

for his capture. In 1872 he had broken jail from Parramatta and was next heard of in 

the Warrego Coopers Creek Country. He and his gang of horses and cattle duffers 

had their regular haunts and knew this area well. Some people at various 

homesteads, friendly towards the bushrangers, would supply them with food, water 

and fresh horses. This enabled Midnight and his gang to carry on their operation for 

about six to seven years. 

 

They would steal cattle and horses any where in Western New South Wales and 

drive them up over the border into Queensland and sell them. 

 

About the end of 1878 near Brewarrina, Midnight was arrested by Constable Murphy 

who handcuffed one of the ranger’s hands to his own saddle. But nearing the town 

the ranger unhooked his stirrup iron and cracked the constable on the back of the 

neck and rode off. From there he turned up near Dubbo where he shot dead 

Sergeant Wallings, who also tried to arrest him. Then he rode to Bourke, resting at 

some of his old haunts on the way; and gathering two fresh horses made towards 

Enngonia. His tracks were cut by Constable Gray and Trooper Hatton from Bourke 

and they surprised him. 

 

He galloped off and in his hurry left behind two packhorses and a rifle. He arrived at 

Kerrigan’s Hotel, at Eringonia just on dark. Before he entered the hotel he was 

warned that the police were hot on his trail; so he hurriedly mounted and rode off 

west; riding all night. He crossed the Warrego and the Irrara and after hitting the 

Maranoa boundary travelled north up the Cuttaburra River. He made camp about 

one mile east of the river, at a waterhole in Back Creek (now Bushranger’s waterhole 

on Tralee). 

 

Meanwhile the Troopers arrived at Eringona to find midnight had gone off into the 

night and it had begun to rain. It was difficult to follow his tracks in the dark and in the 

rain, so they took with them a black tracker from the lockup who was serving a 

sentence for murder. His name was Jimmy Berrigan (he took his name from the 

white people who owed the Hotel). The troopers promised to set him free if he 

tracked down the Bushranger. 
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He did, for early next day Jimmy could see the sun the sun shinning on the saddle of 

Midnight’s chestnut horse, and a man asleep near a waterhole. The tracker, 

frightened by now, would go no closer, so the Troopers fired and shot midnight while 

he slept. 

 

Then they arrested him in the Queen’s name and took him into Old wapweelah 

Station Homestead, about 12 miles away (now Wirrawarra Homestead). On arrival 

the dying man asked for water, but the Police refused his request. The manager’s 

wife Mrs John Shearer, angered by the Police attitude, brought him in and gave him 

a drink. They then asked Midnight his name and he said, “My real name I will never 

tell - let me die”. 

 

Midnight is buried quite close to the Wirrawarra homestead. You can see the two 

pine posts clearly from the old west road. 

 

It is said that the black tracker was never heard of again. This is not correct of Jimmy 

Kerrigan because 30 years later Mr Hubert O’Shannessy remembered him well in 

Enngonia. Mr O’Shannessy was a small boy when Jimmy was 50 years old. 

The character “Starlight” in the film “Robbery Under Arms” was developed from 

writings about the Bushranger “Midnight”. 

 

There is a hut beside a well on Old Lissington (Now Nulty Springs) where Midnight 

and his men used to camp. It is situated in desolate, rough stony country on the 

boundary of Nulty Springs and Stanbert. 

 

The remains of the old hut are still there. You can see the holes bored through the 

pine slabs through which the men could shoot. Two holes close together one for the 

gun barrel and the other to keep watch. 

 

 

HOB v13 p389 

"Midnight"-Shot At Dawn 
As there is a possibility that a stone will be placed on his grave near the Irrara, I thought a 

short summary might be called for, culled from the Bourke History Volumes. (Note that 

there are different versions of parts of the story). 

 

He had various aliases, the commonest being Thomas Law. A cattle-duffer and horsethief, he had escaped from 

Parramatta goal on 30/09/1872 and was laying low in northwestern N.S.W. On 20/09/78 he shot dead Sergeant 

Wallings, who was endeavouring to apprehend him at Wonbobbie Inn near Warren. He was followed to Kerrigan's 

Hotel at Enngonia and then westerly, with the help of a black tracker, by Bourke police. At "Bushranger's Waterhole" 

on the later "Tralee" he was surprised at dawn on 5 October 

and sustained a mortal wound "unintentionally inflicted by the police while shooting the 

horse on which he was endeavouring to escape." He was carried to a "Wapweelah" 

outstation (later "Wirrawarra" house), where he died and was buried. In his possession 

was a handkerchief inscribed "Jane Mills", she being a licencee of Wonbobbie Inn. 

 

There is a story that, while being chased, he won a steeplechase at Bourke-but this is a 

common and widespread legend! 

The Kelly gang's Battle Of Stringybark Creek, in the Strathbogies, occurred three weeks 

after this (and, incidentally, on my birthday). 

Bill Cameron 20/07/93 
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. . . 

Vol. XI p.98 There is a widespread belief in town in 1994 that this man was not killed by 

stampeding horses. ("They had it in for him"). 

. . . 

Edgar PENZIG: "Bushrangers-Heroes or Villains?" This has a chapter "Frank Pearson, 

alias Starlight", which differs only in small details from accounts in previous Volumes. A 

Chapter on Frank Gardiner has little relevance to Bourke except genealogically. 

In this book, also, is his story of Thomas Smith, alias Midnight (and alias many other 

names-see above). Once again Penzig's version of his eventual death differs only in detail 

from those in earlier Volumes. 

In the same author's "Rogues, Vagabonds and Bloody Thieves" is a chapter on Charles 

Rutherford, the accomplice at one stage of Frank Pearson. Rutherford had continued his 

career of robbery for a time, but it ceased on 06/09/1869 at Beauvais' "Pine Ridge" Hotel, 

on Duck Creek halfway between Cannonbar and Warren, on the "highway" at that time. In 

an attempted hold-up he was shot and died. 

 

Australian Bushrangers 

THOMAS SMITH 

On the 30th of May, 1870, a cattle thief was sentenced in Bathurst to five years imprisonment. It wasn't until more 

recent times that much was known about his origin, except that he was born in 1850. 

Thomas went under many different names: "Law", "Henry", "Harry Wilson", "George Gibson", "George White", and 

later more notorious as "Captain Midnight". 

This villain did not stay a Guest of Her Majesty for too long; he escaped after a year, and re-emerged in Sydney, 

where he teamed up with two "colleagues" named John Bolton and Thomas Walker. Together they continued in the 

"business", this time specialising in theft and burglary. Their efficiency was appreciated in February 1872, when they 

were arrested, sentenced, and sent to Bathurst Gaol, his mates for three years, and Thomas alias "Midnight" for six 

and a half years. 

Shortly after that, "Midnight" was sent to Parramatta Gaol. There he made friends with another gaol-bird named 

James, sometimes McNab, sometimes Shaw. Together they managed to escape from Parramatta in September 1872, 

and they started stealing horses and cattle on a large scale. They stole herds in Queensland, drove them to Dubbo in 

New South Wales and sold them, then stole cattle in New South Wales and sold them back in Queensland. This 

lucrative "business" lasted six years, before Midnight was apprehended by Senior Constable Murphy at the Horse and 

Jockey Inn at Brewarrina, but after violently attacking the Senior Constable, "Midnight" was at large again. The police 

at Dubbo formed a search party to capture the culprit, with Senior Sergeant Thomas Wallings in charge, accompanied 

by Constable John Walsh and later joined by Senior Constable William Souter from the Warren Police Station. They 

were proceeding towards Wonbobbie Inn, when they noticed an armed man running away and yelling threats that he 

would shoot them. Senior Sergeant Wallings called on the man to surrender in the Queen's name, but the answer was 

a bullet that penetrated the brave policeman's heart. He expired shortly afterwards and was buried at Dubbo 

cemetery. 

After the funeral, the hunt for Wallings murderer intensified, Two search parties were in pursuit, one from Warren, the 

other from Dubbo, both accompanied by black trackers. They finally caught up with "Midnight" in the bush near 

Enngonia on the morning of the 5th October 1878, where one of the black trackers spotted him. The police called on 

him to surrender, but he tried to escape on his horse. Constable Thomas Hatton fired his revolver at the animal, and 

with his last shot wounded the murderer in the hip. Constable Gray now ceased the opportunity and shot "Midnight's" 

horse with a rifle, killing it instantly. Trooper Hatton then jumped off his horse and arrested the felon for murder. The 

police secured a cart, and "Midnight" was taken to the Old Wapweelah station, where he died the next morning. His 

last words were: "Oh, that I had my rifle - I'd learn some of you to be merciful!". After the inquest, his body was buried 

near the Old Wapweelah station homestead. 
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