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HOB v13 p57 
GIBB, G.S. (cont) 

Children: Alexander (q.v.) born 1875; Janet Frances (born 1873 at Bourke, married 

William POWER 1893); Hazel May (born 1879 had two marriages: 1. to Daniel Power 

18/8/97 at Bourke; 2. to Henry SHALL VY 17/11/1903 at Nyngan. She died 24/06/09, 

Henry died 24/05/1940. Her POWER children were Hazel and Henry. 

- Hazle May Gibb birth at Bourke 10346/1879 – mother: Mary Ann. Father blank. 
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1870 The Discovery of Copper - https://visitcobarshire.com.au/our-history 
In 1870 three tank sinkers, Charles Campbell, Thomas Hartman and George Gibb, accompanied by two 

Aboriginal guides, Boney and Frank were travelling from Bourke to Condobolin. Camped at 'Kubbur' water-

hole, near Cobar, they noticed the unusual colour of the water. The men took ore samples from the area and 

showed them to the publicans at the Gilgunnia Pub, a Mr and Mrs Kruge. 

Mrs Sidwell Kruge had worked as a 'Balgal', employed in sorting ore in copper mines in Cornwall (UK). When 

Hartman, Campbell and Gibb showed her the samples taken from 'Kubbur' water-hole, she identified them as 

copper ore. 

The discovery led to the formation of the Great Cobar Copper Mine which became the largest copper mine in 

Australia. At the time of its peak in 1912, the Great Cobar boasted 14 smelters, a 64 metre chimney stack and 

it employed over 2000 workers. 

At the turn of the 19th century the population of Cobar was approximately 10,000. Mining had become the 

most important industry in the region and many small towns grew on the wealth generated by the Great Cobar 

Mine. These included Wrightville, Mount Drysdale, Canbelego, Shuttleton and Nymagee which all supported 

significant populations during the period 1870 - 1920. 

The Cornish, Scottish & Australian Mine (CSA), is a copper mine that has seen a series of openings and closures 

of its site. Operational from the early 1870's, the CSA closed in 1920 when a fire broke out underground. The 

fire burned for 16 years and effectively ended operations. The CSA mine re-opened in 1965 and continued 

until 1998 when, due to market forces, it again closed. Fortunately, the CSA Mine re-opened and is fully 

operational once again. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar 

In September 1870 three contract well-sinkers, Charles Campbell, Thomas Hartman and George 

Gibb, were traveling south from Bourke to the Lachlan River. They had engaged two Aboriginal men, 

Frank and Boney, to guide them via the permanent watering places in the dry country between the 

rivers. Along the way they camped beside the Kubbur waterhole. The men noted the green and blue 

staining at the waterhole and collected some rock samples. On their journey further south the well-

sinkers stopped at a shanty operated by Henry Kruge (at the future township of Gilgunnia). Kruge’s 

wife, Sidwell, was from Cornwall and her family had emigrated to South Australia in the late-1840s 

and mined copper ore at Burra. She was able to identify the rock as containing copper. Sidwell 

Kruge's assessment was confirmed when her husband smelted some of the ore samples in his 

blacksmith's forge. The three men then returned to Bourke, intending to secure the ground around 

the Kubbur waterhole.[9][3] 

In partnership with Bourke businessman Joseph Becker, Campbell, Hartman and Gibb took up a 

mineral conditional purchase of 40 acres at the locality. Shortly afterwards the Cobar Copper Mining 

Company was formed, and the lease of the mine was transferred to the company.[4][10] In May 1871 

it was reported that there had been “a call for tenders for drawing in copper ore from Cobar”.[11] In 

July 1871 a meeting was held in Bourke “of gentlemen interested in the Cobar copper mine” and 

shares were “eagerly bought at £15 per share”.[12] By the following November it was reported that 

“the affairs of the Cobar Copper Mine Company are in a flourishing condition, shares having rushed 

up from £15 to £70 and £80 per share”.[13] 

In December 1871 a correspondent visited “the new Cobar copper mine” in company with Captain 

Lean, the newly-appointed mining manager. The mine had been in operation for the previous four 

months. It was situated “on a Pine ridge, and throughout the whole length of the ridge (about half-a-

mile) indications of ore are apparent”. The ore was varied, “consisting of blue and red carbonate, red 

and black oxide, and is of very high quality”. The writer was of the opinion the Cobar mine “promises 

to be one of the richest copper mines Australia has yet produced”.[14] 

https://visitcobarshire.com.au/our-history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgunnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-CFF-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-impact-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-14
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The South Cobar Mining Company built a furnace at Cobar and in May 1875 commenced smelting 

operations. Soon afterwards two additional furnaces and a refinery were built. In December 1875 

the Cobar Copper Mining Company amalgamated with the South Cobar Mining Company to form the 

Great Cobar Copper Mining Company Ltd.[15] It and subsequent companies operated a number of 

light railways[16] carrying ore and similar material, as well as timber for mine supports. Cobar and 

many mining outskirts accommodated the miners who travelled to the area in the late 1880s. The 

overwhelming majority of these were of Cornish Australian stock at the time.[17] 

 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270511870_Hidden_Copper_The_Early_History_of_the_

Cornish_Scottish_and_Australian_CSA_Mine_Cobar_NSW 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornish_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobar#cite_note-17
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270511870_Hidden_Copper_The_Early_History_of_the_Cornish_Scottish_and_Australian_CSA_Mine_Cobar_NSW
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270511870_Hidden_Copper_The_Early_History_of_the_Cornish_Scottish_and_Australian_CSA_Mine_Cobar_NSW
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https://researchprofiles.canberra.edu.au/en/publications/henry-william-nancarrow-member-

of-the-cornish-diaspora-and-his-ro 

Henry William Nancarrow, a â¿¿Cousin Jackâ¿¿ of all trades, helped finance and develop copper mining at 

Cobar in western NSW. Henry arrived in Sydney in 1848 aged fourteen and settled at Maitland. He started work 

as a farm hand was subsequently apprenticed to a baker, worked as a sawyer, blacksmith and then for the 

government as a contractor on roads and bridges. By 1865 he had saved sufficient capital to set up a hawking 

business. For five years he travelled between the coast and the inland. In 1870 he settled at the frontier town of 

Bourke and with his brother Richard opened a store and purchased the Old Fort hotel. After discovery of copper 

at Cobar, Henry helped finance a new discovery in 1872 that became the Cornish, Scottish and Australian 

(C.S.A.) mine. This was eventually revealed as the largest copper deposit in the Cobar region. He also invested 

https://researchprofiles.canberra.edu.au/en/publications/henry-william-nancarrow-member-of-the-cornish-diaspora-and-his-ro
https://researchprofiles.canberra.edu.au/en/publications/henry-william-nancarrow-member-of-the-cornish-diaspora-and-his-ro


Family Reed 1852 Mary Ann Gibb Farrell 

10 
 

heavily in the original Cobar Copper Mining Company. Henry wisely sold his mining interests in 1873 before the 

copper price and speculative â¿¿copper maniaâ¿¿ collapsed. He invested the money in property and other 

businesses. Henry Nancarrow is not atypical of many ordinary Cornish immigrants to Australia in the 19th 

century. Despite his humble background and rudimentary education, his entrepreneurial spirit, hard work and 

persistence in a new land of opportunity allowed him to acquire property and wealth that he could only have 

dreamed of if he had stayed in Cornwall. Along with similar Cornish settlers he contributed significantly to the 

economic and social development of Australia. 

Cobar – HOB v4 p146 

6 October 1870 Charles Campbell, Joseph Becker, Thomas Hartman, and 
George Gibbs, 40 ac. “About 100 miles about South from Bourke and 40 miles 
East from T. Mathews’ Selection at Wittagoone made at Bourke 31/10/1867”. 
This was transferred 17/2/1973 to George Henry Cox and Richard Jones as 
trustees of the Cobar Copper Mining Co. Ltd., Bourke. 
Points to note: the name “Cobar” does not feature in these records until 
November 1871; Campbell, Hartman and Gibbs feature on a monument at 
Cobar, but Joseph Becker has been hitherto neglected; all these people gave 
their address as “of Bourke”. 
J. Becker (the “King of Bourke” - see previous Volumes) took up adjacent 
Selections in May and June 1871, followed by another prominent Bourke 
businessman, Henry Nancarrow, Jnr. in August. (Nancarrow’s was taken up in 
July 1875 by J. Becker as agent for Cox and Jones). 
30/11/1871 Becker, with Daniel Alex. Byrne & Joseph Beazley took up two 
adjacent blocks as trustees for the Company. 
1/2/1872 Alexander Ogilvie, Patrick Murray, Frederick William Mackay and 
Thomas Dean ( ? ) take up a nearby selection, followed 3 weeks later by George 
Sampson Gibb (of the 1st. C.S.A. Selection). 
23/5/1872 Ogilvie, Murray, Mackay take up two more. 
30/5/1872 J. Becker takes up two more.  

1 Feb. 1872 Henry William Nancarrow, Richard Nancarrow, George Sampson 
Gibb and John Connelly take up 40 ac. “about seven miles from the Cobar 
Copper Mine bearing about N.W. a small Hill and tree marked C.S.A. the tree to 
be the centre of the block.” 
These presumably, (“all of Bourke”) are the Cornishman, Scotsman and 
Australian who gave to their name the mine, which has been continued on to this 
day.  
18/4/1872 The original four, joined by James Nancarrow take up another 40 

acres.  

13/6/1872 H.W. Nancarrow, G.S. Gibb, William Vernon Wallace, H. Colless, J. 

Connolly “as the Committee and on behalf of the Cornish, Scottish and Australian 

Copper Mining Company. 40 ac.  

20 June 1872 J. Connolly, E.S. Gibb, John Rough, Frances Snell, Henry 

Dean, Edward Tonkin, Joseph Daddow, all of Bourke. 40 ac. “about 2¼ miles a 

little to the East of South of Cobar, marked N.” Transferred to J. Becker and 

Siegfried Franck 17/6/1873.  

27 June 1872 Henry John Cornish, Hugh Ferry, Thomas Hartman, G.S. Gibb, J. 

Connelly, Bourke, “on behalf of the United Copper Mining Company” 40 ac. 

“about 3¼ miles about S. from Cobar”, marked U, “known to the applicants as 

Block No. 1.” Also another 40 ac. Adjoining.  
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27 June 1872 G.S. Gibb, Wm. Webb, H. J. Cornish, J. Connelly, H. Ferry, 

Bourke. 80 ac. “square block distant about 45 miles from a point of the Darling 

River between Gundabooka and Tooralie, direction about South. A tree marked 

U to be the centre of the block”. Forfeited later.  

11 July 1872 E.S. Gibb, W.V. Wallace, H. Colless, J. Connelly, H.W. Nancarrow, 

of Bourke. 40 ac. “about 1½ miles about N. E. from Mossene. A peg marked 1 

alongside a claypan about the centre of a small plain to be the centre of the block 

applied for. Mossene is about 7 miles about N. from Cobar”.  

T. & C.J. p. 303. From “Bourke Tele” of 28/3/1872. “Yesterday, a well-equipped 

prospecting party, under the direction of Mr. G. Gibb, started for the purpose of 

opening the new country discovered by Messrs. Gibb & Connelly, and which we 

reported as taken up some time ago by Messrs R. & H. Naucarrow, G. Gibb and 

John Connelly. The country, which it is proposed to test, is situated about seven 

miles to the N.W. of the Cobar Copper Mine. The present proprietors propose, as 

soon as they have sufficiently tested the lode, throwing the affair open to the 

public, so that its real worth may not be withheld, from want of sufficient capital to 

give it a fair trial. The party have taken simple provisions, tools, etc. to last them 

over three months, so that when next we hear from them we hope to be able to 

report something good 
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HOB v5 p23 – Harvey Barnett Reminiscenses 
Harvey Barnett was married to a daughter of James Maxwell (Joseph’s brother) and Emma Lunn 

(daughter of Joseph Lunn) – see Maxwell file 

Another grand old man who figured very prominently in the history of Bourke was 

W. W. Davis of Kerribree Station on the Hungerford Road about 52 miles from 

Bourke. He also owned a cattle station named Dundoo in Queensland. 

William Walter Davis universally known as Baldy Davis was a man of many parts 

and like many more of the old time settlers had his ups and downs. According to 

one of his sons he had a tone stage in his career to shear 50,000 sheep before 

he paid his interest, so great was his overdraft. 

 

It would appear that he and a man named Gibb took up Kerribree as the original 

brand for horses and cattle was D. G. “Do dot Gee”. Gibb died early in life and 

Davis went it alone. He married Kate Maxwell daughter of Joseph Maxwell 

general manager for the Bogan River Co. who lived at Karney near Toorale and 

there was a family of nine, six boys and three girls.  The eldest boy was called Ernest Maxwell (E. M. 

Davis – H. G) to presume, the maternal side of the house, after him came Walter, Harry, Ebenezer, 

William and Lionel. Of the girls Laura was eldest then came Dolly and Kate. 

Kate Hazel Maxwell was born at Bourke 1875. It must have been ANOTHER Kate Maxwell who 

married WW Davis at Bourke in 1870. Their first child had been born in Sydney in 1860 and another 

in Bourke in 1867. Many more followed. This Kate (Catherine) was almost certainly Joseph Maxwell’s 

SISTER (born 1844) - JMF 
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Davis was very proud of his wife Kate, who as well as being a very beautiful 

looking woman was a great helpmate and had she lived a longer life would 

probably have made a great difference in his future life. However, with a young 

family on his hands he found it necessary to have someone to look after them, 

especially as the youngest, Lionel was only a few weeks old, and he married the 

eldest daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Whittaker, Florence, with the result another family 

soon came into existence enlarging the Davis family to rather more than the 

ordinary even in those days of large families. 
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The eldest girl, Laura was an exceptionally beautiful girl who married Thomas 

Crosby, a member of a Melbourne family and who was at that time in partnership 

with Davis as Produce Merchants and Forwarding Agents in premises close to 

the Oxford Hotel, as Bourke began to show a downward trend this business was 

wound up and Crosby transferred his attentions to Melbourne while Davis turned 

his attention to Politics. 

 

During the period of the 1890 flood Davis was a member of Parliament along with 

Tom Wadell and W. N. Willis. I don’t know exactly when Davis first became an 

M.L.A. but I have been told that when he first entered Parliament there was no 

salary attached to it. His periods of membership however fluctuated somewhat 

after the A.L.P. came into existence, but he was dislodged even earlier than that 

point when M. E. D. Millon won the seat, and evidently after the three 

membership for one electorate was dispensed with, Millen however only held the 

seat for one session and Davis regained the seat at the next election. It was a 

surprise victory for Davis. Millon spent most of his campaigning time in Sydney 

campaigning for Mr. George Reid later Sir George, who was intermittently 
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Premier of N.S.W. sharing the position with Sir Henry Parkes, and neglected his 

own electorate thinking he was a certainty for victory. 

 

During the period Davis was out of Parliament he lived in Bourke, having lost all 

interest in Kerribree, which had been taken over by John Sanderson & Sons. The 

mortgagees, and was then under the management of Mr. E. M. Davis. The old 

gentleman started a produce business with his youngest son Lionel in premises 

earlier occupied by Whitehorn in Mitchell Street. 

 

On regaining the seat he moved to Sydney with his family which were still quite 

young and lived in Shaftsbury Avenue, Strathfield (ended his working life as 

gardener at Government House – H. G.) that was at the end of the century and 

into the 1900’s. At that time all of his second family were at home and were at 

school age. 

 

Davis would have been an ideal man for membership of the Western Lands 

Board but for political reasons he was never selected for that position. 

Later in his career, however, the Government appointed him to the position of 

Appraiser of Homestead Leases with residence at Walgett and there he 

remained until retirement, when the then Labour Government referred to as the 

“Storey” Government granted him an honorarium for life and he spent the last 

days of a very eventful career on the north side of Sydney Harbour. His wife 

survived him a few years. I would like to add here something about Florrie. 

Without any doubt this little woman filled the role of second wife and mother to a 

large family with commendable distinction and honourable loyalty. It was my 

privilege to visit the Davis home on many occasions and when some of the first 

family were still at home and I could not but experience that feeling of complete 

harmony that always existed there. 

 

There is still much to say about this great old man who figured amongst the early 

pioneers of Bourke and district. One of the most surprising things that occurred to 

me was that W. W. Davis’ name never found a place in Volume 1 of the History 

of Bourke. (but see Vol. 11 – W.J.C.) 

 

In spite of much we read of the early history of artesian boring in N.S.W. in which 

for some unknown reason Davis’ name does not appear, the fact remains that in 

other circles he was given the credit of being the first man in the continent to sink 

an artesian bore (Officers of Kallara, Wee Whatta 1878 – H. G.) 

 

An article which appeared in a Sydney Newspaper, most probably the Sydney 

Morning Herald, a paper clipping of which Lionel avis, his son, always carried in 

his wallet, describes Davis as having gone to U.S.A. to study artesian boring and 

on his return put down the first bore to be bored in N.S.W. and which was located 

on Kerribree Station. This was the bore referred to by the “Bard” who wrote that 
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poem about the “90 Flood” in which he said: 

“and Davis sped from Kerribree 

From the bore he loved so well.” 

 

Davis was not a brilliant orator but he was an excellent story teller and he loved 

to relate some of his experiences of the early days whenever he encountered a 

good listener. 

 

I recall one of his stories which might interest your readers, which was something 

like this. 

“It appears Davis was going to a neighbouring property called Tallyalye on the 

Paroo. It was a two day journey and he spent the first night at Wangamana 

Station which joined Kerribree in those days. As he rode through the 

Wangamana horse paddock he noticed a very fat roan heifer amongst the small 

herd and she had the Kerribree brand on her rump. 

 

On his return tip he stayed again at Wangamana Station and for breakfast next 

morning he was served with some very nice rump steak. On riding through the 

horse paddock on his way home he passed the same heard of cattle but the roan 

heifer with the Kerribree brand was missing so he reckoned it was some of her 

rump he had had for breakfast. 

In the heard was a fat bullock with a bell on, evidently a worker who had had a 

good spell, so he cut him out of the mob and drove him back to Kerribree. 

Sometime later Davis had a visit from the Manager of Wangamana who found 

Davis in his stock yard. 

 

After some time together the Manager said, “by the way, Davis when you were at 

Wangamana some time ago, did you notice a bullock with a bell on, in the horse 

paddock?” “We have never seen him since you were out there”. “No,” said Davis 

“but I tell you what I did see when I rode through your horse paddock on my way 

to Tallyalye.” “Yes, what was that?” asked his friend. 

 

“I saw a very fat roan heifer with my brand on, but she was not there when I was 

on my way back, but I had a very nice juicy steak for my breakfast,” and, waling 

about all the time as he had a habit of doing, he led the manager over close to 

the rails and as he gave a bell lying on the ground a kick, he said – “There’s your 

bell anyhow.” 

 

It appears the manager of that station acquired a well bred greyhound who could 

run rings round the aborigine’s dogs in the chase after a kangaroo. On a very hot 

day a bullock team was standing near the homestead and the greyhound who 

was also feeling the heat laid under the wagon. The heat and the flies caused the 

bullocks to be very restless and as they moved about they ran the wheel of the 

wagon over the tail of the greyhound and severed it a few inches from the butt. 
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The manager was so disgusted when he saw his prize dog without a tail that he 

gave it to the blacks. Now the abos could never understand why the greyhound 

could outdistance the other dogs so easily, so after a bit of a confab, they came 

to the conclusion that it must be on account of the short tail of the greyhound and 

they decided they would cut the tails of the other dogs. 

 

Looking out for a suitable stump the old man of the tribe collected all of his dogs 

and arming himself with a tomahawk he grabbed the nearest dog by the tail and 

dragged him up to the stump, he chopped its tail off. 

 

The dog was so scared he went for his life across the plain never stopping till he 

was out of sight. It was Bango’s turn now to be scared and shading his eyes with 

his hands and looking after the dog who was still going, he said to the others in a 

rather awed tone “By Cripes, I think it I bin cut him too plurry short, he can’t stop.” 

There was another routine in the life of this enterprising old Bourkeite that I 

should have mentioned earlier. When he was still a Member of Parliament and 

living at Strathfield he won a prize in Tattersalls sweep and with the money he 

purchased a rather nice home with an orchard attached to it and he ventured on 

a Jam Making scheme with his wife’s sister as the Jam Maker, but it was not a 

success. 

 

W. W. Davis left a family that will always be represented in Bourke and I hope will 

do honour to a grand old Boukeite.  

 

HOB v11 p117 

GIBB, Alexander. 

Of "Collerina". Born Bourke 1874, died Brewarrina 18/10/46 (?47).In 1902 

married Mercy ARCHER, who came to Bourke aged 10, and died 21/06/1934 

aged 82. His step-brother (JMF – should be half-brother) was Ted FARRELL (q.v.). 

Children: 

Mrs W. COLEMAN, Janet (Mrs W.F. HULL), Mrs J. TURNER, Mrs H. 

HUTCHINSON, Mrs E. METCALFE. 

 

GIBB, G.S. (cont) 

Father of Alexander. His widow Mary Anne (REED), married 1872, married 

Timothy FARRELL c1880.1874 partner with W .W. DAVIS in Davis, Dale & 

Co. Dioo of "intemperance" aged 34. Born Auchinleck, Scotland 1841.   
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Undated, Volume 11, p119 
GIBB, G.S. (cont) 

Father of Alexander. His widow Mary Anne 

(REED), married 1872, married 

Timothy FARRELL c1880.1874 partner 

with W .W. DAVIS in Davis, Dale & 

Co. Dioo of "intemperance" aged 34. Born 

Auchinleck, Scotland 1841. 

MINING INTELLIGENCE. (1872, January 

19). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), 

p. 4. Retrieved February 9, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article60880240 

 

BOURKE. (1872, May 

4). Australian Town and Country 

Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 

1919), p. 7. Retrieved February 

10, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article70494395 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60880240
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60880240
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70494395
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70494395
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Advertising (1872, July 22). The Sydney Morning 

Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 7. Retrieved February 

9, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article13260807 

 

MINING AT BOURKE. (1872, August 15). The Maitland 

Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 

1843 - 1893), p. 3. Retrieved February 10, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18766031 

 

BOURKE. (1872, November 

9). Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 

1875), p. 4. Retrieved February 

9, 2022, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article60867862 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13260807
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13260807
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18766031
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60867862
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60867862
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Pastoral Notes. (1873, 

August 23). Wagga Wagga 

Express and Murrumbidgee 

District Advertiser (NSW : 

1858 - 1859; 1866; 1872 - 

1874), p. 2. Retrieved 

February 10, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article145059302 

Also in COLONIAL MARKETS. (1873, August 28). The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General 

Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893), p. 3. Retrieved February 10, 2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article18776875 

G. P. Walsh, 'Davis, William Walter (1840–1923)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 

Biography, Australian National University, https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/davis-william-walter-

5917/text10079, published first in hardcopy 1981, accessed online 10 February 2022. 

Davis, William Walter (1840–1923) 

by G. P. Walsh 

This article was published: 

▪ in the Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 8 , 1981 
▪ online in 2006 

William Walter Davis (1840-1923), pastoralist and politician, was born on 5 July 1840 at Bathurst, New South 
Wales, son of Ebenezer Davis, plasterer, and his wife Louisa, née Brairley. At 13 he ran away from home to help to 
drove a mob of cattle to Burrabogie station, near Hay, where at 16 he was head stockman and developing into a 
fine horseman. About 1858 he went to the Bourke district as a cattle-dealer and undertook a number of successful 
pastoral and commercial ventures. At the Sydney Hotel, Rutherglen, Victoria, on 30 August 1861 with the rites of 
the Independent Church, he married a Catholic dressmaker Annie Heair. On 14 November 1870, describing 
himself as an auctioneer and widower, he married Catharine Maxwell in the Church of England, Bourke. 

In 1874 with Alexander Ross & Co. he acquired the 600-sq. mile (1554 km²) Kerribree station fifty miles (80 km) 
north-west of Bourke. Davis was manager and overlanded large mobs of cattle to Melbourne and Adelaide. The 
firm became Davis, Dale & Co. and in 1886 purchased from Mary Hannay Foott and her father Dundoo station, 
near Eulo, in south-west Queensland. The same year at a cost of £5000 Davis put down the first genuine artesian 
bore in New South Wales, striking on Kerribree a 15,000 gallon (68,191 litres) flow at a depth of 1200 ft (366 m). 
He converted the station to sheep; it sheared up to 130,000 annually, all the wool being scoured on the property. 
He had disposed of his pastoral interests by 1900. 

In February 1889 as a 'fairtrader' Davis was returned to the Legislative Assembly for Bourke. Defeated in 1891, 
and as a protectionist in July 1894 and 1895, he regained Bourke for the National Federal Party, defeating E. D. 
Millen by nine votes in 1898. He then joined another auctioneer Charles Richard Green, a connexion, in 
partnership, on 1 August; on 27 August 1900 their firm was sequestrated with debts of £1203. Davis was 
discharged in April 1903 after an eighteen months suspension for alleged misdemeanours. He resigned from 
parliament in August 1900 but in September won the by-election and held the seat until July 1904. He was 
defeated for the Darling in 1907. In August 1900–October 1901 he sat on the royal commission into the condition 
of Crown tenants [in the] Western Division of New South Wales. By 1905 bad seasons and financial losses had 
forced him to retire to an orchard at Beecroft near Sydney. In August that year he claimed before the royal 
commission on the administration of the Lands Department, not without some reason, that he and every other 
settler in the Western Division had been 'rack rented and plundered' by the land agency boards. 

Davis was known as 'Baldy' as one side of his head had been scalded in childhood; he always wore a wig. Henry 
Lawson in his story 'Baldy Thompson' described him thus: 'Rough squarish face, curly auburn wig, bushy grey 
eyebrows and moustache, and grizzly stubble—eyes that reminded one of Dampier the actor … a squatter of the 
old order'. He loved an argument, especially about unionism or politics, and was generally voted a hard case. Big-
hearted and generous (never refusing a swagman 'tucker') he had a keen sense of humour, a fund of anecdote and 
was a good story-teller: he himself was the subject of many a camp-fire yarn. 
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Davis died on 14 September 1923 at his residence, Dutruc Street, Randwick, and was buried with Anglican rites in 
Randwick cemetery. He was 
survived by his third wife 
Florence Jane, née Whittaker, 
whom he had married on 12 
March 1885 at the Church of 
England, Blayney, and by 16 of his 
19 children: 5 sons and 3 
daughters of his second and 3 
sons and 5 daughters of his third 
marriage. A number of his sons 
settled on the land and two saw 
active service with the first 
Australian Imperial Force. 
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HOB v11 p107 – but see v12 too (below) 

FARRELL, Edmond. 

Came to Australia in 1853 on "Meteor". Drowned 08/06?05/1863 while pulling 

a dray over the Culgoa River. Overseer at "Cocklerina" for Ramsay, Lord and 

McNevin. Family to Bourke 1865. Childen: 

1. Timothy. Born at sea 1852. Married Mrs Mary Ann GIBB widow of G.S. He 

died 07/01/1926. Drover, shearer, stockman, fisherman. She died 21/06/1934 

aged 82. 

2. Edmond, killed by lightning when droving. 

3. Mary Ann (10/10/1858-20/12/1925). Two marriages. Born Ashfield. 

4. Thomas. Had "Gumbalie Hotel". Married Mary Ann REED. Died in W.A. 

Daughter married SHALLVEY. Edmond's (Sen) wife Eleanor remarried. Fist 

Thomas MUlLINS, who died 1877, then possibly again (?LAWLER or 

FERGENSON). 

 

FARRELL, Timothy above (See ANDREWS Family History) Children (not in 

order): 

1. Thomas. Killed in action 22/05/1918 

2. George. Born 1896. Killed in Action France 09/03/17 

3. Mrs George ANDERSON. Sons Tim (of Bourke) and Jack 

4. Una Elsie Marie. Married H.G. HONEYMAN. Died 09/08/49 aged 50 

5. Mrs L. WESTBROOK 

6. Edward FARRELL 

7. Alexander James Boswell (GffiB). Married Mary ARCHER. Died October 

1947 

8. Janet Frances (married W. POWER) 

9. Hazel May, born 1879. Two marriages: first to D. POWER (dovorced; 

second to Henry SHALLVEY) 

Corrections – HOB v13 p55 
FARRELL, Timothy (corrections to Vol XI p.47) Children, in order: 

1. Thomas James born 1882, died Bourke 06/04/1884. 

2. Lila Rose, born 1884, married Charles WESTBROOK, who died at Bourke 26/02/1934. 

She died at Orange. 

3. Victoria K. born 1887 married Walter ANDERSON. 

4. Timothy Oxley born 1890, d.o.w. France 22/05/1918. 

5. Edwin Albert born 1892. Died at Gilgandra. 

6. George Charles born 1896. k.i.a. France 09/03/1917. 

Transfer 7,8 and 9 who are GiBB, from Mary Ann's second marriage. FARRELL, Edmond 

(corrections to Vol. XI p. 47) 

4. Thomas Delete "Married Mary Ann REED" and "Daughter married 

SHALLVEY". 

HOB V12 p69 
FARRELL, Vol XI p47. Some corrections and additions. 

Edmund (Sen) was born 1828, Tipperary. Married Rossmore, Ireland 1850. First 

marriage: to Eleanor RYAN. He died 08/05/1863. 

Children: 1. Timothy, Born at sea 10/05/1853. Married Mary Ann GIBB (nee REED), 
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Bourke 07/01/1888. 

2. Edmund (Jun) d. 16/03/1869 at “Uteara”. Born 11/10/1855 

3. Thomas, born 1856, went to W.A. 

4. Mary Ann. Two marriages, first 20/01/1875 to Gregory BAKER; second 1896 to 

Charles CAMPBELL. 

5. Patrick, born 17/03/1863 at Cockelrina, died 1863. 

Eleanor FARRELL remarried Thomas MULLINS, baker of Bourke (1832-1977). She 

married a third time. 
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FROM THE WAR ZONE. (1917, August 31). Western Herald 

(Bourke, NSW : 1887 - 1970), p. 2. Retrieved February 10, 

2022, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article142386981 

 

 

HOB V9 p133 

Pte Geo Farrell k.i.a. France 06/03/17 aged 21 

Pte Henry J Maxwell k.i.a. 03/05/17 18 Bn. 

Bullecourt. 

Pte Tim Farrell died of wounds France 22/05/18 
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